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Being able to communicate something effectively plays a big role in our lives.  It is 

a tool we use to organize ourselves, to speak our minds, and to share our hearts.  In 

one way or another, verbally or otherwise, messages are sent and received in a 

multitude of ways.  We write, we sing, we sign, we touch, we feel, we perceive...  

Some of the most intense communication I have experienced has come just 

through the eyes of another. Obviously, communication is not just a human trait.  

Animals, plants, insects, they all have a way of communicating with each other.  

Communication can be minimal, nuanced, and vague… it can be direct, clear, and 

profound…and it can be everything in between. 

  

  Despite the critical role communication plays, it can be imperfect and terribly 

flawed. To illustrate this reality, I’d like to share a story about communication. 

A rather old fashioned lady, was planning a couple of weeks vacation in Florida. 

She also was quite delicate and elegant with her language. She wrote a letter to a 

particular campground and asked for reservations. She wanted to make sure the 

campground was fully equipped but didn’t know quite how to ask about the 

“toilet” facilities. She just couldn’t bring herself to write the word “toilet” in her 

letter. After much deliberation, she finally came up with the old fashioned term 

“Bathroom Commode,” but when she wrote that down, she still thought she was 

being too forward. So she started all over again; rewrote the entire letter and 

referred to the “Bathroom Commode” simply as the “B.C.”. Does the campground 

have its own “B.C.?” is what she actually wrote.  Hmm. 

Well, the campground owner wasn’t old fashioned at all, and when he got the 

letter, he couldn’t figure out what the lady was talking about. That “B.C.” really 

stumped him. After worrying about it for several days, he showed the letter to 

other campers, but they couldn’t figure out what the lady meant either. The 

campground owner finally came to the conclusion that the lady must be asking 

about the location of the local Baptist Church. 



So he sat down and wrote the following reply: 

“Dear Madam: I regret very much the delay in answering your letter, but I happy to 

let you know that the “B.C.” is located nine miles north of the camp site and is 

capable of seating 250 people at one time. I admit it is quite a distance away if you 

are in the habit of going regularly but no doubt you will be pleased to know that a 

great number of people take their lunches along, and make a day of it..... They 

usually arrive early and stay late. The last time my wife and I went was six years 

ago, and it was so crowded we had to stand up the whole time we were there. It 

may interest you to know that right now, there is a supper planned to raise money 

to buy more seats.....They plan to hold the supper in the middle of the “B.C.”, so 

everyone can watch and talk about this great event.....I would like to say it pains 

me very much, that I am not able to go more regularly, but it is surely not for lack 

of desire on my part....As we grow older, it seems to be more and more of an 

effort, particularly in cold weather..... If you decide to come down to the 

campground, perhaps I could go with you the first time you go...sit with you...and 

introduce you to all the other folks..... This is really a very friendly community.... 

If only all of our communication fumbles were as humorous! The fact of the matter 

is that when communication happens there are always at least 2 parties involved 

and we often fill in the blanks with our own personality and assumptions. An 

individual might be crystal clear in articulating the message they want to convey 

but the recipient of the message might miss the point entirely.  We can all list off 

different reasons as to what factors contribute to the jumble of interpretation but it 

seems to boil down to a common theme.  We all, each one of us, bring our own 

stuff to the conversation, our own baggage, our own lens of perception that works 

to process and filter all of the “communication” that we receive.  

 The Irish playwright, critic, and political activist, George Bernard Shaw 

once said that “The single biggest problem with communication is the illusion 

that it has taken place.” 

So what are your thoughts about how we are doing as a society in the realm of 

communication??  (pause) 

Could it be better? 

I sure do hear a lot of loud voices but I often don’t feel that there is very much 

happening in regard to the reciprocal exchange of thoughts and ideas.  What I do 

see happening leaves my soul longing for something more…something greater. 



  NBA star Lebron James started a show called The Barbershop back in 2016 and it 

gives a snapshot into the world of a black barbershop.  Recently it has become a 

series on HBO. The show invites a mix of personalities to a barbershop to have 

healthy conversations about sports, fashion, politics, music, and more. James noted 

that the show brings a sense of nostalgia. James recalls his times in barbershops as 

a child and says that. “It was so real and so candid — no one had a sense of, well I 

can’t be myself here.”  The show draws from that premise and creates an 

environment where people communicate plainly within the sanctuary of a 

barbershop.   

  A number of celebrities appeared on the first episode and real, candid 

communication took place about the social climate of America presently.  Racism 

was a big part of the conversation.  Comedian John Stewart was on the show in a 

host type capacity and he made the point of the tribal nature of human’s and he 

lamented about how such thinking has contributed to the continual polarization of 

people.  He then said to the group, “You know what we need to unify us all as 

people?  We need an alien invasion.”  Laughter and agreement poured out from 

each person in the room.  John Stewart was right.  In his statement, he not only 

drew out the absurdity of racism but also the undeniable connectedness of 

humanity. If we were faced with something like, … an alien invasion we 

undoubtedly would see something greater than ourselves. 

 

  In the scripture reading today, Jesus and his disciples were beginning a journey 

from Galilee to Jerusalem.  The disciples were probably very excited about this 

journey.  They had seen amazing things happen in Galilee and they could only 

anticipate what it would be like when they all arrived in Jerusalem.  They were 

headed to the religious center of their world and they brought with them all of their 

hopes and expectations of who Jesus was with them and how Jesus was going to 

change it all.  It was not on the disciple’s radar at the time that this was the 

beginning of Jesus’ last journey, the journey to the cross.    

  Jesus knew what was ahead and he had to make the disciples begin to grapple 

with what lay before them.  To do this, Jesus shifted his communication style and 

began to point to something that was quite alien to their understanding.   

 Throughout the Mark’s gospel, up to this point Jesus spoke in parables and 

other helpful ways to help prime his disciples’ ability to hear the bigger and deeper 

message he was communicating.  Jesus was a generous and gentle teacher in 

regard to his communication.  But in our reading today Jesus speaks plainly and he 

questions their understanding directly. 

 Jesus starts by throwing out the question, “Who do people say that I am?”… 

Popular opinion is quite a force, isn’t it?  It lives and breathes and takes it shape in 

many different way.  The same was true in Jesus’ day.  The disciples start listing 



off what they had heard people say.  John the Baptist, Elijah, and so on and so 

forth.  Obviously, there was a bit of misunderstanding about who Jesus was, and 

people sure do love to talk.  Jesus presses forward then and asks them directly, 

“Who do you say that I am? “. In the passage today we see what Peter says “You 

are the Messiah!”.  And Jesus tells them to hush!  (Scratching my head) He sternly 

orders them not to tell anyone. Why?  What is going on here?  Nothing in life 

happens in a vacuum, and yes this is true of the stories in the bible.  There were 

very clear expectations associated with the title of messiah. But what Jesus wanted 

was an understanding with his disciples, he wanted to communicate something 

bigger.  Peter’s understanding of what the Messiah would be like, and do, was 

different than Jesus’ understanding of who he was and how he was going to do it.  

Jews expected the messiah to be a second David, a jewish nationalist, who would 

conquer the world through military means.  Jesus recognized this, as well as other 

things, and he responds accordingly.  He shuts down where the conversation was 

headed. 

 We all here have the advantage of knowing how the story ends, or should I 

say we know how the story continues.  But to the early followers of Jesus, Jesus’ 

plain and direct communication of what the messiah would endure, recorded in vs. 

31, is as shocking and traumatic to the original hearers as well…an alien invasion.  

The comfort that comes from “understanding” and expectation are utterly 

decimated and replaced with something inconceivable.   

31 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 

after three days rise again. 
32 

He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him.  
33 

But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 

on divine things but on human things.” 

As harsh as Jesus’ response to Peter seems, it was needed.  It is needed.  Jesus is 

not who we make him to be.  Jesus is about something much greater and the 

scandal of the cross in involved. 

Rev. Moyna McGlynn makes the following statement which is sobering. 

“The cross, brutal and bloody though it is, is the vehicle which leads to the 

resurrection, and to the profound knowledge of who Jesus is.  Peter’s reply to 

Jesus’ question of identity in this Gospel is not a spiritual insight, or perhaps is 

only the glimmering of one.  Without the rejection, the isolation, the terrible 

passion and the triumphant resurrection, there is no knowledge of who Jesus is.” 

 



We have heard Jesus’ story and have received the message, yet so much around us 

and within us points us away from the life Jesus calls us to.  We can identify so 

many things in our world that point away from the grace and love of Christ.  Jesus 

communicates things to us that cuts against the very grain of who we are, and he 

calls us to more.  We continue to order our world, and our understanding, in the 

same way that we always have, searching frantically for the illusion of control and 

gasping in fear rather than life giving air. Clinging to those idols that are 

worshipped in our world which leave desolation in their wake.   These are the 

“powers and structures” that Jesus spoke out against so that we might have life, 

and have it abundantly. We are not in bondage to this tyranny and Christ leads 

us in the rebellion!  

 
34 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 

become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me.”  Jesus is invading the very hearts of his followers with a most alien concept.  

He points to who he is and rejects the expected role that placed on him, and 

continues to be placed upon him over and over again.  Jesus is communicating an 

entirely new reality that abducts the disciple’s self-interested assumptions 

and teleports in the new reality, the Kingdom of Heaven realized.  To take up our 

cross is not some silly practice of not having dessert or being self-deprecating.  

Taking up our cross is to heed the message that Jesus communicates to us, that in 

the midst of brokenness, grief, and living in a world that is seemingly splintered 

into futility, we can revel in the promise that the Lord of life is risen.  Faith in 

Jesus is a journey.  Theologian Daniel Migliore says, “Christian faith is no sedative 

for world-weary souls, no satchelful of ready answers to the deepest questions of 

life.  Instead, Christian faith invariably prompts questions, sets an inquiry in 

motion, fights the inclination to accept things as they are, continually calls in 

question unexamined assumptions about God, ourselves, and our world.”  

 So let us each reflect on the question that Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I 

am?”  In order to truly answer this question, an invasion of God’s Holy Spirit is 

required, and this can be quite alien to our sensibilities.  It is not simple and it is 

not passive.  We will always struggle with coming to terms with what Jesus is 

about.  But make no mistake, we are citizens of a new world that has been 

reclaimed from the old world.  We live in the light of Jesus’ gospel of hope.  We 

continually need to come to terms with who Jesus is, and then, go forth and invade 

the nooks and crannies of our world with this joyous news.  May God help us to 

hear Jesus’ clear communication about who he is, and then, may God empower us 

to proclaim and live in that message.  

-Amen 


