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  LIFE AS PILGRIMAGE 
A Way of Looking at our Stewardship of Life 

  

Back in the twelfth century along the Camino de Santiago, an eye-witness described an 
endless mixed-flood of the poor, the fortunate, the barbarous; knights and maidens, the 
illustrious and the ignoble, heroes and debtors, royalty and paupers, monks and 
nuns; merchants and mendicants; some barefoot and some on horseback.  Some holding the 
image of the cross or an icon in their hands; others distributing their possessions to the poor; 
some carrying iron or lead for the construction of a church; others, just liberated from 
prison, bearing their iron shackles and manacles upon their shoulders, performing penance 
and weeping for their sins.  Down through history, there’s been many different souls in many 
different states on pilgrimage in life, and there are many ways to be a pilgrim.  
 
Why life as pilgrimage?  Every pilgrim will have his or her own intentions for what has been 
called this bonum arduum, this arduous good. Down through the centuries, people have gone 
on pilgrimage to purge their soul of debris, to “walk off” a past chapter of their life.  For 
others it’s been to “walk into” a new chapter of their life, to say “yes” to God’s abundant 
gift of life in the present and to freely walk into God’s future.  It may be a mix of both. 
Pilgrimage is often about losing your old self and then finding yourself anew.  

 
The English word “pilgrim” comes from the Latin peregrinus, “foreigner.”  As Christians we need to hear the word “pilgrim” –     
foreigner – in the light of Jesus, and in the language of Jesus.   
 
“This world is not my own; I’m just a passin’ through…”   
 
In our lifetimes we are entrusted by God to be temporary stewards of this world.  And, indeed, we are “just a passin’ through,” not 
because it doesn’t matter.  It’s just that this world is not our ultimate end.  Jesus is the inspiration at the beginning, the companion 
along the way, and the fulfillment at the journey’s end, gone ahead to prepare a dwelling place for us forever. Jesus, the alpha, 
and the omega, and the way. For us followers of Jesus, life on earth is not incidental; life is sacramental: outward experiences of 
inward graces… every step of the way.   
 
The critical discipline of our life is to learn how to practice the presence of God, which is the way of the pilgrim. We are pilgrims in 
life, and there are some practices and some places that may be very helpful to us along the way.  
 
You may find it (or have found it) meaningful to literally go on pilgrimage to some destination.  There are a number of places   
recognized as holy spaces, places that are “liminal,” that is, places where there is a thinness between earth and heaven.  I began 
this by mentioning the medieval route to Santiago.   
 
Down through the centuries, many, especially Anglicans, have found Canterbury a meaningful pilgrimage destination.  The island of 
Iona in the Scottish Hebrides is such a site and many at Wasatch remember how much it means to my predecessor, Rev. David 
Henry.  There may be a destination that is very important to you, personally:  some mountaintop, a sea of water, a forest.  It may 
be your grandmother’s back porch, or a school, or church; some place that, for you, is liminal: a thin place where you can          
experience the coming together of earth and heaven.  T. S. Eliot said, “Go and kneel at a place where prayer has been 
valid.”  Valid for others; valid for you.  What holy space?  What holy place speaks to you?  Can you go there in person?  Can you 
go there in memory?  Can you go there in imagination?  Martin Luther said, “God writes the Gospel, not in the Bible alone, but also 
on trees, and in the flowers and clouds and stars.” 
   
An important aspect of pilgrimage is the preparation.  What will you need along the way?  Weight is a real issue.  Weight, quite 
literally, is an issue if you are carrying your life goods on your back.  Weight is an issue, metaphorically, given the weight of the 
burdens of life.  What do you need to part with?  What can you leave along the way?  What can you “walk off.”  It is so easy to 
accumulate in life – accumulate lots material things; lots of inner baggage.  A pilgrimage may help you part with both             
encumbering possessions and inner burdens in the form of disappointments, resentments, unforgiveness, fear… whatever weighs 
you down.   
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The 

ADULT EDUCATION FALL 2019 

Sept 15- Oct 13: Russell Weeks will teach us about Maccabees I and II. These are part of the 
Apocrypha, those mysterious books missing from our King James & later Protestant Bibles but 
familiar to our Catholic and Orthodox friends. They are a historical account of political,    
military, and diplomatic events from the time of Judaea’s relationship) with Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes of Syria (reigned 175–164/163 bc). If you have ever wondered what the Jewish Festival of Lights,       
Hannukah, is about, you can learn it now! 
 
Oct 20 through November: Pastor Scott Dalgarno will share with us various theological questions and topics of interest 
that have piqued him during his Sabbatical. 

LIBRARY NOTES 
THE LIBRARY OPEN HOUSE AND BOOK SALE:  COMING SUNDAY NOVEMBER 3RD – Any experienced 
books welcome. If you have books you’d like to donate - adult or children’s - any genre, feel free to leave 
them in the library.  A note with them is helpful so we’ll know who to thank.  Join us on the 3rd in the library 

after both services for coffee, fellowship, and fun book hunting. 

Hasidic Tales, translated and annotated by Rabbi Rami Shapiro.  This is a delightful change from the usual 

“study” of hasidic stories.  These stories speak for themselves without any long detailed academic             
explanation: clever, sharply pointed, spare, one page tales born in the hasidic tradition of mystical Judaism 
of 17th century Eastern Europe, they speak their wisdom just as clearly now in the 21st century. The facing 
page to each tale equals the tales in sparse commentary or gloss that is to the point but doesn’t blunt it. Do 
read the story   itself first and see if your reaction matches the “expert’s.” The tales themselves are all the 

explanation you really need. You’ll enjoy them.  Listen to the story teller, and see what you hear  

The Worst Best School Year Ever,  Barbara Robinson’s continuation of the saga of the Herdman kids who   continue 

to terrorize their school mates at Woodrow Wilson Elementary School as they did in her story of the The 
Worst Best Christmas Pageant Ever. Find out what happens when the school assigns“Compliments for       
Classmates,” as the project for the year. Fun for children 8 to 12, and anyone else who remembers what it 

was like to be that age.  

- Beth Phillips, Librarian 

LIFE AS PILGRIMAGE CONTINUED . . .  

 
What is your soul’s desire? Pilgrimage may help you claim 
God’s gift of life for you now.  For what does your soul long 
for, hunger for, thirst for this season of your life?  
 
Even if you are not traveling on pilgrimage to a specific  
holy place, if you are simply embracing being a pilgrim  
in life, what can you part with?  What can you detach 
from?  What can you give up, and I mean “give up” like  
an offering to God: “Here it is, gracious God: You take it, 
transform it, use it, multiply it, free me up from controlling it.”  
 
On Sunday, October 13, I begin a 5 part Stewardship Sermon Series based on a poem by Murray Bodo called, The Pilgrim’s 
Credo.  In it we will explore all the above and more.  I hope you are intrigued.  I hope it will help us all think new thoughts about 
our responsibilities as stewards of this world and our own lives …. 
 
  Grace & Peace, 

 
        Pastor Scott 

Oct 13   Genesis 12:10-20     I am not in control  

Oct 20    John 11:1-16           I am not in a hurry       

Oct 27    Luke 10:1-11           I walk in faith and hope      

Nov 3     Genesis 22:1-14      I bring back only what God gives me      

Nov 10   Genesis 18:1-15      I greet everyone with peace 

THE PILGRIM’S CREDO:  A five-part Stewardship Series 
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2020 SUNDAY SANCTUARY FLOWER DEDICATIONS 
The 2020 flower dedication sign up chart is now posted in fellowship hall. Flowers are dedicated and paid for each 
Sunday by congregants and the price will remain at $45 to cover the flowers and delivery. This is a great way to 
share your joy or remember a loved one. After the flowers are displayed during worship, they can be taken home or 
left for the week to be enjoyed in the office. Angie Richardson, Deacon Flower Coordinator 

STITCH AND CHAT 
All are invited to come on October 10 from 

12:30-2:30 pm in Fellowship Hall for an         
afternoon of “stitching” and chatting. No        

experience is necessary, come if you want to 
learn (we have extra materials), have something 

to work on or would just like to sit and visit. All kinds of stitching 
are welcome, we have folks that crochet, knit, cross stitch and sew. 

We eat lunch (bring your own lunch) and visit.  
If you have any questions call Mary Beth Keidl (414-550-3295) 

marybethkeidl@icloud.com. 

TASK TUESDAY  

PIZZA AND PROJECTS 

Join us October 8th in the library to do projects from 8:30 am to 
11:30 am. This month’s primary project is to reprogram the     

thermostats for our 17 furnaces.  
It ends with your favorite pizza for lunch.  

GET YOUR FLU SHOT 
STAY HEALTHY 

There will be a Flu Shot Clinic at Wasatch in 
the Gym on Sunday, October 13 from 12:15 
to 2:15. Community Nursing Service will have 

shots for children, adults and seniors.  
 

If you have insurance, please bring your insurance cards. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER  
We are pleased to welcome our     

newest member of the Wasatch Family! 

 
Kathleen Timme is a pediatric            
endocrinologist at Primary Children’s 
Medical Center.  She also sings with the 
band at our 9:00 service and has 
helped out with Family Promise.  She 
and her husband, Ryan, enjoy all kinds 
of outdoor activities. She comes to us by 
transfer from the First Presbyterian 

Church of New Haven, Connecticut.   

                    OCTOBER 2019 

 

OCTOBER 3  COFFEE 
Thursday 10:30am  (FH) 

       Devotion 
     Reservations not needed 

 
OCTOBER 10  MARTHA CIRCLE 

     Thursday 10:30am (FH) 
     Loyda Kyremes  801-487-0478 
        Or loydakyremes@gmail.com 

 
OCTOBER 10  STITCH & CHAT 
     Thursday 12:30pm  (FH) 

     Mary Beth Keidl  1-414-550-3295 
        Or marybethkeidl@icloud.com 

 
OCTOBER 14  EVE BOOK CLUB 

     Monday 6:30pm  (away) 
     Janet Wortley  801-733-4490 
          Or rjwortley@comcast.net 

 
OCTOBER 25 HALLOWEEN BUNCO  

Saturday 6:30pm (FH) 
Appetizer Potluck 

RSVP by Tues. 10/22  
   to Janet Wortley   
         801-733-4490 or   

   rjwortley@comcast.net 
Cost:  $5.00 for  
  Thank Offering 
Prizes:  Buncos, Wins, Losses  

   and Best Costume  (optional) 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION IS NOT: 

- A completion of baptism 

- A graduation out of the church 

- An indoctrination into Christianity and/or the PC(USA) 

- About knowing the right information 

The GOAL of confirmation is... 
For young people to have a language of faith and be able to articulate and claim their beliefs,  

even to the extent that they have questions about particular doctrine. 

CONFIRMATION IS: 

- Asking questions & grappling with ideas 

- Engaging in what it means to have faith in something beyond ourselves 

- An act of covenant renewal 

- Often the first public participation in the liturgical life of the church of their own volition 

- Exploration, Self-Discovery, & Self-Reflection 

- A time to engage in their developmental stage of "differentiation" - in this case, developing their own faith identity 

- An opportunity to explore and think about their faith in new ways 

We are excited to offer the process of confirmation to 8th grade students and older. Parents and students are invited 

to a Confirmation Interest Meeting at 12:30pm on Sunday, October 13, in the church Loft. 

I read this little phrase long ago and it stuck in my head.... Confirmed not Conformed. I think this perfectly describes the 
journey of confirmation. We provide space for these young people to begin to think through their faith and beliefs and 
then to confirm them before the congregation and each other. 
 
We don't expect their faith and beliefs to be an exact replica of our own. We don't want them just to speak the words 
we might want to hear. We want them to own their faith; we know that by owning it today, they can own it tomorrow, 
and the next day, and twenty years from now when their lives and perspectives have grown and changed a lot. 
 
And that's what we are confirming in them... their faith journey. 
 
They are 13, 14, 15... they are in the beginning of their journeys of belief and faith. We confirm and honor where they 
are today and commit to helping them continue to expand their perspective and understanding of a greater meaning 

to this life we live.  

 
THE PROGRAM: 
 
6 CONFIRMATION CLASSES: 
These classes will emphasize the foundations of the Christian faith, the Presbyterian Church USA's tradition in the Bible, 
theology, and prayer, while offering young people the opportunity to voice their questions, thoughts, and own insights 

into faith formation. Andrew and Scott will each take a turn leading a class session. 

FAITH ADVOCATES: 
 Each confirmand will choose an adult advocate in our Wasatch Presbyterian community to come alongside them on 

their journey of faith. Parents may help their youth choose an advocate or Dawn is happy to match them with a person 
she thinks would be a good fit. The confirmand & advocate will meet one on one, two times during the school year to 

have casual conversations about faith and life. The ideal is for this relationship to continue, intentionally meeting once a 

year until the youth graduates high school and also being part of the celebration dinner each spring. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY CONTINUED... 
STATEMENT OF FAITH: 
Each Confirmand will write their own faith statement, sharing their personal thoughts and beliefs on God, Jesus, the 
Holy Spirit, the church, and other aspects of their faith identity. As they develop their faith statement, they will decide 

whether being confirmed is right for them. 

SESSION MEETING: 
Confirmands will join April's session meeting to share their statements of faith, talk with the Session members, and be 

received for Confirmation. 

CELEBRATION DINNER: 
The Confirmands, their Advocates, and Dawn will go out to dinner to celebrate their journey through confirmation. We 

honor all Confirmands, wherever they are in their journey of faith, and whatever their decision on Confirmation. 

SERVICE OF CONFIRMATION: 
Confirmands and their Advocates will participate in the service of Confirmation during the Celebration Sunday service. 
Confirmands, who desire to, will be confirmed and those who have not been baptized, will also be baptized. They will 

each receive a token to remember their Confirmation. 

CAKE RECEPTION & FAMILIES' LUNCH: 
The congregation will celebrate the Confirmands with a cake reception in their honor. Directly following this, our     
Confirmands and their families (and any family guests), will be invited to the Loft for a Potluck lunch where the       

Confirmands will share their Statements of Faith with their families. 

Again, the goal of journeying through confirmation is to have a language of faith and be able to articulate and claim 
their beliefs, even to the extent that they have questions about particular doctrine and beliefs.  The decision to go 
through the Confirmation program can be parent-influenced, while the decision to be or not to be Confirmed must be 

theirs. 

I look forward to walking alongside these youth in their faith journeys!  
To register, please contact Dawn at dfleishman@wpcslc.org. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
We are off to an exciting start this Fall! Attendance in Sunday School has been great as we 
embark on learning about how and why we worship as Presbyterians at Wasatch. On     
Sunday, September 8th, we had a great turn out to our Children & Youth Sunday School 
Kick-off Picnic. It was great to see everyone after the   summer break. We enjoyed food, 

fellowship, and a spirited game of flag       football. 

 
This Fall, we have many opportunities for fellowship and service. In September, Club 56  
enjoyed a dinner at the Olive Garden where we enjoyed table top trivia and getting to 
know one another better. On September 24th, the Children and Youth had the opportunity 
to serve the community by making sandwiches for the homeless to be served at St. Vincent De Paul soup kitchen. During 
Family Fun Night on Oct 4th, the children baked the bread served on World Communion Sunday. They enjoyed mixing 
and shaping the dough. Many thanks to Courtney Raines for lending her bread making expertise. Without her help, I 
am not sure I would have been able to bake anything edible! All the children, especially Club 56 who will help     

decorate Spook Alley, are looking forward to our annual Halloween Party later this month. 

 
I am honored to be serving Wasatch as Interim Director of Children's Ministry. As a pediatrician, I am concerned about 
the physical and mental growth & development of children so it is exciting for me to now be involved in their spiritual 

development, too.  

-Stasha Lewis, Interim Children’s Ministry Director, slewis@wpcslc.org 
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Letter from Rebecca 
As I shift away from my staff role at Wasatch and back into the role of congregation member and volunteer, I wanted 
to pause and give thanks for the many gifts that serving as staff at Wasatch for five years – two as the Children’s  
Ministry Director and three as the Executive Director – provided to me and our family.  I thank Wasatch for the       

opportunity to: 

 Learn that life can take you down unexpected, but beautiful and rewarding, paths.  I joined staff for what was 
going to be 2-3 months, but ended up loving the work so much that those 2-3 months turned 5 five years.  With 
a background in environmental and natural resource policy, working at a church was a bit of a detour from the 

expected path.  But it was a detour that was life-giving in so many other, unexpected, ways. 

 Work with children and appreciate their energy and joy, as well as the insights they have, if you take the time 
to really listen.  My prior work hadn’t afforded me the chance to work with children in a professional setting 
and I loved having the chance to build relationships with the children of Wasatch.  And, truth be told, to play 

alongside them. 

 Collaborate with staff and volunteers at Wasatch in creating new systems, processes, etc. for how we do things.  
Wasatch is a church full of talented people with great ideas, big heart, and lots of experience.  It was a joy to 

work alongside staff and volunteers and to watch the collective talent grow and sustain Wasatch. 

 Build relationships that feel like family to our family.  As I have mentioned to many, the hardest part of the   
decision to leave my staff role was the idea of losing the other Wasatch staff as colleagues.  To say that    
serving as staff at a church is a uniquely challenging and rewarding experience is an understatement.  And, 
with that, the staff relationships can be uniquely strong.  I take great comfort that I can retain my colleagues as 

friends, along with the many members and friends of Wasatch. 

Looking ahead, I am excited to support Wasatch and its staff in new ways as a congregation member and volunteer 
again.  I look forward to continuing to learn, work, collaborate, and build alongside the wonderful people of Wasatch, 

adults and children alike. 

          With deep gratitude,  

              Rebecca 

TWO YEARS 

  October 1, 2019, marks the two year anniversary of my family's arrival at 
Wasatch Presbyterian Church.  I have learned so much in the time we have had 
here and I can't help but see God's handiwork in all of it.  A full gamut of  
emotions has been had as I reflect back on my time here which has seemed 
both ever so brief but also long due to the strong foundation this church has 
blessed us with.  In some ways, I still feel to this day, the same support that is 
often only given to a new church staff worker for a fixed period of time.  This 

extended "honeymoon period" of unprecedented support continues to be my experience here at Wasatch simply     
because of the generous and loving character of all of you.  I do not know how to thank you adequately but I will    
always try.  This place has firmly put me into a posture of gratitude which impacts all that I do and I don't know how I 
got to be so lucky.  You have blessed me and my family so richly! 
 
  We are in a busy season of transition and the staff of Wasatch continues to strive for the same excellence that this 
community of faith embodies.  We ask for your prayers as we continue to have the privilege of serving this church. We 
are thankful for the grace that you shower upon us, and to each other, as we ask together what it is that God is calling 
Wasatch Presbyterian Church to right now.  With all my heart, I look forward to seeing what God will do in and 
through all of us in this next season of time here at Wasatch.  May we all move forward with joyous gratitude for all 
the ways that God is working in our lives and through this church!   

God's grace and peace to you! 

Andrew 
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PRAYERS FOR NEW IMMIGRANTS 
By Rick Jones | Office of  the General Assembly - September 25, 2019 

 
Immigration is an act of hope, a faithfulness in God’s promise of abundance. People arriving in the U.S. carry this hope 
and faithfulness with them and become a gift to the communities they join. Sunday, September 29, is designated as 
Gifts of New Immigrants Sunday and during the worship service many Presbyterian churches will be lifting up the gifts 
that immigrants bring. 
 
It will also be a time of lament as so many immigrants face an uncertain future 
as access to processes to gain status are blocked and immigration raids and 
enforcement are on the rise. In this time, when our members fear raids and the 
end of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and so much more, the 
church offers two prayers of lament. 
 
The Reverend Rosa B. Miranda, associate for Hispanic/Latino, an Intercultural 
Congregational Support, PC(USA), and the Reverend Lemuel Garcia,          
associate director for Racial Equity and Women’s Intercultural Ministries, PC
(USA), offer two prayers of lament. 
 
God, We have heard and seen the lament of entire families suffering separation and uncertainty. Lament that gives witness 
to the absence of our voices and work in the society in which we live, proclaiming the values of the kingdom, in order to 
conform to models that forget people in favor of profits and an unsustainable way of life. Lament that calls out the       
ignorance in which we live, because to have food at affordable prices on our tables, entire families have been stripped of 
their right to dignified work with fair remuneration, which provides what is necessary for their loved ones. Lament that    
reminds us that we have stopped listening and believing in your Word, to fill our hearts with half-truths and lies that justify 
the despair and objectification of our brothers, our sisters and ourselves. Lament that we prefer to keep distant in order to 
move forward with our lives, believing that others will be the ones who will respond by accompanying these families with 
your love, compassion and justice. Lament that invites us to let ourselves be broken by the truth of your Word and example 
of Jesus Christ, who invited us to bring the good news of fullness of life for all creation and not just for a few. Lament that 
calls us to take off the blindfold and have the courage to be present to listen to the real-life stories of families, who without 
wishing to leave all they have loved, trusted that in this walk there is a possibility of life for them and their community.   
Lament that hurts us deeply because it makes it clear that we deny our call when we look at the other forgetting that we are 
equal before you. Unsustainable lamentation, because the land is yours, and we are only outsiders who each receive the 
generosity of your hospitality. Lament that invites us to return to you with humble and sincere hearts, begging that your 
Spirit transform us into agents of change in our neighborhoods, communities and society. In Christ Jesus we pray, Amen. 
 
Prayer written by Rev. Rosa B. Miranda, Associate for Hispanic/Latino-a Intercultural Congregational Support, PCUSA. 
English translation by Amanda Craft 
  
God of love, God of grace, God of justice. 
We lift up our prayers to you for the well-being and safety of our siblings who are suffering from unjust immigration poli-
cies. We cry out to you even as we weep for the families that have been separated, children, parents, spouses, relatives, 
and friends. And we ask, “how much longer, oh God, of these terrible atrocities against Christ?” Grant our siblings the   
divine justice they so long for as your beloved children bearing your image. May we walk in solidarity with them and may 
see clearly the face of Christ in their faces. May you grant us the courage to engage in your work of rectifying the wrongs 
committed against your people and your body. May your love, grace, and justice continue to sustain us and strengthen us 
as we “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly” with you and all your children who are suffering separation and violence 
inflicted upon them by unjust laws. Amen. 
 
Prayer written by Rev. Lemuel Garcia, Associate Director for Racial Equity and Women’s Intercultural  
Ministries 
 
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2019/9/25/prayers-new-immigrants/ 
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Communion  
First Sunday of every month  

during worship service. 

WASATCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 

Article Deadline for Next Bridge Builder (November 2019) = October 28 

Have something (or someone) you’d like to see in the next Bridge Builder?  
Send content or suggestions to communications@wpcslc.org 

 

No copyright infringement is intended  

with the images used in this publication. 

STATUS OF OPERATING FUND AS OF 08/31/2019 

    BUDGET  ACTUAL DIFFERENCE   

  Pledged/Loose Income 322,013 280,383 (41,630)   

  Other Income 126,975 128,089 1,114   

  Totals 448,988 408,472 (40,516)   

        

  Expenses 524,047 496,807 27,240   

        

  NET DIFFERENCE (75,059) (88,335) (13,276)   

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

iBelieve Worship 9:00  

Coffee Hour 10:00 

Sunday School 10:10 

Traditional Worship 11:15 

Coffee Hour 12:15 

 

OFFICE HOURS  

Monday - Friday 

9AM-12PM  

CHANCEL CHOIR NEWS 
You may have noticed some new faces in the 

choir at the 11:15 service. We are thrilled to 

add to our ranks: Amy Bennett (soprano), 

Mimi Marstaller (alto), Emilie Hess (alto), Bill 

Potter (tenor), and Doug Hess (bass).  

Each of these new singers brings a wealth of 

experience and energy. Please welcome and 

thank them for their contributions to our music 

ministry at Wasatch! 

-Dr. Ken Udy, Director of Music 

COFFEE HOUR REFRESHMENTS NEEDED 
We’re looking for folks to sign up to provide refreshments for coffee hour, it’s an easy way to volunteer! 
All you have to do is bring refreshments for about 60-70 people, drop them off in the kitchen before 
heading to worship and you’re done! Congregational Life is the committee that hosts weekly coffee hours 
and supports the All Church events. If you are looking for a way to get more   involved, chat with any of 
the committee members, Sunya Jones, Anne Schmid, Judy Ward, Rebecca Sandulli, Mary Beth Keidl, 

Esther Hayden (Vice Chair), or Courtney Raines (Chair) courtney.raines@yahoo.com 
 


