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A pastor friend, Pam Shepherd, once said the following to me about this festive sea-
son, “It’s our best story.”  She’s right. Christmas is our best story.  It’s what is entirely 
unique about Christianity. 

 

Buddha found enlightenment as a young adult.  Muhammud experienced his “night of 
power” as an adult.  Moses was married when he encountered his burning bush.  Jesus 
was baptized by John in the Jordan as an adult, but it is his birth that has captured 
the world’s imagination. 

 

The idea that God might appear in human form is not new.  The Greeks and Hindus 
have spoken of this forever, but the idea of God manifesting Gods’ self as a vulner-
able winsome baby is something fresh, vibrant, and disarming. 

 

Part of the winsomeness has to do with the story’s second 
irony – not just the irony of incarnation (God coming into 
the world), but also the irony of the fact that the world is 
slow about making room for him. 

 

And Joseph  . . went up from Galilee, from the city of Naz-
areth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethle-

hem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his be-
trothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered. 
And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

 

An unwed pregnant (by “the Holy Spirit”) teenager is traveling with a man, says Luke’s version, and they couldn’t find a 
motel room.  It’s a pretty old story. 

 

Ironically the Hebrew word for salvation is Yasha.  Which means literally, to enlarge, or to make room. Interesting, eh? 
There is always room, you know, if we want to make it. 
 
I preached a sermon in early November about the would be immigrants approaching our southern border. Some 7000.   

The ones recently met with tear gas.  In a normal time (our 
time is not normal) about 12% would be granted asylum.   
That works out to be 840.  Do we have room for 840 of 
them?  It’s a silly question.  Just look in the window of practi-
cally any business in SLC today.  Fast Food places.  Motels.  
Target.  They all have the same signs that says.  “Now Hiring.’  
And who do they want to hire?  I rest my case.  Let me repeat 
myself.  Quibbling over this is ridiculous.  We are merely 

shooting ourselves in our collective foot. 

Continued on page 2 
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Christmas Joy Offering 
 The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 
1930s.  The Offering distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board 
of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.   
 
 The Assistance Program provides critical financial support to church workers in 
need and their families. Presbyterian-related school and colleges provide education 
and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been 
a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years. 
We will receive this offering on December 23rd or whenever you would like to give it. 

 
- Sue Marquardt, Service Committee 

Adult Ed Classes  

“Steward, Living as Disciples in Everyday Life”   
 Sundays from 10:10 – 11:05 am through December 16th and then continuing on January 6th and 13th, Paul Hewitt 
is leading a course called “Steward, Living as Disciples in Everyday Life”, for which he has prepared an extensive     
published study guide for all participants. It explores the scriptural bases for various aspects of stewardship, and is 
held in room 356.  
 
 After the conclusion of Paul Hewitt’s course, Rev. Dalgarno will teach a 6 unit course on the Prophets on Jan 20th, 
27th, Feb 3rd, 24th (no class Feb 10, 17), March 3rd, 10th. Russell Weeks will then teach a course on Maccabees from 
March 17th through April 14th (Palm Sunday). There will be no classes on Easter April 21st. 
 
Lectionary 
 In room 355, Terresa Newport leads a guide to the lectionary, which is the schedule published by PCUSA which       
determines scriptures for study and the weekly sermon.  Participants discuss the “scripture of the week”. 
 

“New ways to read the Bible”  
 Mondays from 7–9 pm in room 355, Jan Bartlett has been leading an interactive    
discussion of various scriptural topics using audio and video clips of theologians such as 
Rev. Marcus Borg and Rev. John Dominic Crossan. New innovative approaches to Biblical 
scholarship and meanings are explored. Jan is leaving town for the holidays, so class will 
resume  January 7th through April 15th, 2019. 

 
- David Harris, Adult Education Committee Chair 

Room for Christmas Continued 

Jesus, truth be told, did not come from one of the “better” families.  He was one of the people we might call marginal 
and the company he chose lived on the margins as well: prostitutes, drinkers, the blind, and the lame. Once when his 
mother and brothers came looking for him they caught him right in the middle of teaching.  The house he was using as 
his classroom was so crowded word had to be brought to him that his mother and brothers were outside.  “Who are my 
mother and my brothers?” he asked  “Here are my mother and my sisters and my brothers,” he said, looking around 
him at the dozens who’d just come in off the street. What made Jesus Jesus was that he had a heart bigger than the 
world. 
 

No room? Come on. 

Let’s open our hearts this year, not close them down. 

Happy Advent, Looking forward to a very lovely Christmas, everyone, 
 

Pastor Scott 
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Youth Happenings - Time To Plan For Summer 
 Each summer, the youth have opportunities to participate in several youth trips. 

  
 Youth have the summer church camp experience at the local Episcopal camp, Camp Tuttle where we get to         
experience God without the distractions of every day living. 
  
 For two summers in a row, the youth have gone on a river rafting trip down the Colorado River which allows for 
youth to bond with each other and the adults chaperones. This trip really brings the youth together, where they interact 
as a cohesive group, caring and looking out for each other. 
  
 Last summer, we added a service component into the mix. We went to Denver on a service trip and partnered with 
the Franciscan Center to do service projects around the city. We were able to volunteer with eight different non profit 
organizations including  soup kitchens, homeless day centers, a farm that provides job skill training for refugees, and, 
one of our favorites was talking, listening, (and dancing!) with the residents at Bessie's Hope, a senior living center. 
  
 This summer, our service trip will be right here in Salt Lake City, understanding and trying to meet some of the 
needs right here in our own community. 
  
 We again will go on a river rafting trip. The first year we went for one night. Last summer we 
went for two nights. And this summer we might go for three nights! Thanks to the relationship we have 
built over the last two summers with the rafting outfitter, SPLORE which is part of the National Ability 
Center, they are offering us a substantial discount on pricing. (I want to point out that this is in great 
part due to our main youth volunteer, Ethan, who has nurtured that      relationship!) 
  
 Plus we are also sending a few youth to Triennium to help represent our Presbytery. Triennium is 
a Presbyterian youth conference that takes place every three summers, gathering thousands of youth 
from around the country. 
 
 - Dawn Fleishman, Youth Director, dfleishman@wpcslc.org 

Children’s Ministry Service Project 
 November was a month of service for Children’s Ministry. First of all, thank you on  

behalf of CM for your generous donations for our toiletry drive for the Fisher House, a 

home away from home for veterans and their families receiving care at the VA. At our          

November Family Fun Night we assembled 23 kits, and made 23 fleece blankets, all 

which were delivered and will be given to Fisher House guests. 

 Then, on Nov. 11 Club 56 and the Youth Group teamed up to help For The Kids, a non

-profit that works with 3 SLC schools to provide weekend meals for children whose     

families experience hunger. Our kids sorted donated items for 400 Thanksgiving meals, 

and packed 100 bags for weekend meals. And all in under 2 hours! 

-Hilary Lambert, Director of Children’s Ministry,  hlambert@wpcslc.org 
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Library Book Notes 

 COME TO CHRISTMAS: Advent, the beginning of the church year is here and Christmas just around the corner.  
Check out some suggestions from the Christmas shelves in the library and sneak in a little restful reading time.   

Year End Giving 

 As we look to close out 2018 and finalize pledges, the Budget & Finance Committee would like to highlight that 
another way to donate to the church is to give long-term appreciated stock. The best way to do that is to tell your   
broker that our account is at UBS in the Salt Lake office. Please ask your broker to call ours, Brad Britton                
(801-524-1890), to tell him how many shares of what stock you are giving, and how it is to be applied at Wasatch.  
Brad will give your broker UBS transfer information. When the shares appear in the church’s account, Brad will sell the 
stock immediately, and the proceeds will be applied toward whatever you have specified  - Pledge, Gift, the Deacons 
Fund, Christmas Joy, Crossroads, our Sudanese congregation, Chiang Mai Christian School, Royal Kids or any of our 
many other causes you would like to contribute to. The benefit of giving appreciated stock is that you reduce your    
long-term capital gains tax liability, the gift is fully deductible to you, and there are no commissions. This method of 
giving is possible any time of year, but from now until the end of the year is a good time to think about the tax     
benefits. Because it takes 3 days to settle a transaction, please don’t wait until December 31st to call your broker. Think 
of the week before Christmas as your deadline. Also, please tell Carol Rugg, Rebecca Sandulli , or Jennifer Dawson to 
be expecting the stock gift. We are so grateful for the amazingly generous giving that abounds at Wasatch.  Thank 

you all. 
 
- Jennifer Dawson, Budget and Finance Committee, jrdawson@burgoyne.com 

    NON-FICTION 

Borg & Crossan’s THE FIRST CHRISTMAS: WHAT THE 

GOSPELS REALLY TEACH ABOUT JESUS’ BIRTH.  

           FICTION  

Andrew Greeley’s STARBRIGHT!  

John Grisham’s SKIPPING CHRISTMAS  

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

JAN BRETT’S CHRISTMAS TREASURY, a     
collection of stories and great illustrations 

to share with your little ones.  

Barbara Robinson’s THE WORST/BEST    

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT is a must.    

Sudanese News  
December is the time when we ask the Wasatch Congregation to support the Sudanese Fellowship by donating money 
to purchase gift cards for members of the Sudanese congregation who struggle to make ends. We’re also    asking for 
winter coats, hats, and gloves of all sizes which you can place in the red shopping cart at the office entrance.           
Additionally, we’ve had requests for used laptops and iPads needed for Sudanese students to do their homework. Also, 
the service committee is looking for devices to take to the church in Mexico for students there to use. This project is in 
memory of Jay Honarvar. Please contact Jane (801-466-2727) to make arrangements. Thank You! 
 
- Jane Hereim, Sudanese Coordinator 

A huge THANK YOU TO ALL for the best Library Open House and Book Sale yet! You shared some wonderful books, 
over 100 which will go on the shelves, the library cleared $425 and everyone seemed happy. I’ll be cataloging for the 

next two months!  Very special thanks to all the library helpers who made it possible:  
Jane Hereim, June Taylor, Guido Sandulli, Alex Sandulli, Viette Olsen, Bernie Winters, Kathy Wetzel-Barnett,  

Susie and Bill Brass, Mary Jane Dow, Anne Schmid, Sunya Jones, Allan McInnis. 
- Beth Phillips, Church Librarian 
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Alternative Gifts Market 
 Sunday mornings in Fellowship Hall from November 18 through December 23 will provide a      
wonderful opportunity to show our Christian love and to learn about projects around the world that    
relieve poverty and suffering. Thirty projects ranging from water wells in South Sudan to medicine for 
Burmese refugees are available through Alternative Gifts    International; a humanitarian gift given in 
honor of a friend or loved one.   
 
 Alternative Gifts express our stewardship of the world God gave us, and give us a real way to 
care for our brothers and sisters.  
 
- Sue Marquardt, Service Committee 

Blue Christmas 

 It is particularly difficult to be in a situation where you are unable to incorporate    
yourself into the mood or atmosphere.  Often in our culture during the Christmas    
season, people have a heightened degree of common cheer.  Extended families get 
together; kids are excited; there are special decorations and music. There is generally 
a baseline degree of revelry among most people.  It is a fun time. For a lot of us. 
 
 However, for some of us, this convergence of multisensory joviality can make 
the Christmas season unbearably difficult.  When we are in a place of grief or pain, 
the festive mood that surrounds us often magnifies the pain that we feel. Grief        
associated with the loss of life, relationship, or job, comes to the forefront of our attention making Christmas a very 
painful time. The reality is that many face this juxtaposition of their own mood not lining up 
with  Christmas cheer. Feelings and emotions are heightened for all during Christmas, and many of those emotions are 
not easy to get through.   
 
 Acknowledging this, we provide a sacred space where all can be fully present just where they are at.  On           
Sunday, Dec. 16th at 6 pm in Fellowship Hall, we will have a Blue Christmas service.  This service is reflective, accepting 
of where one really is, and a place of healing and hope.  All are invited to this space who could use a time to lament, 
mourn, and experience God's loving presence. 
- Andrew Fleishman, Pastoral Associate, afleishman@wpcslc.org  

Mortgage Update 

 On July 29, 2018, the Budget and Finance committee put out a call asking for additional donations to retire our 
mortgage before the end of 2018.  As of November 27, 2018 the balance is $135,162.46. Thanks to the generous 
support of members and friends of Wasatch we are quickly approaching our goal. With funds in place from the previ-
ous campaigns and contributions received since our call, we have a total of $108,935.43 to apply to our mortgage 
balance before the end of the year.  In addition we have received pledges totaling $16,000. These pledges have not 
yet been received, but we are confident that they will be before the end of the year. This brings our balance to retire 
the mortgage to just $10,227.03.  With an additional push and the continued support of our members and friends, I am 

confident we can achieve our goal. 

 The generous support of our congregation makes it possible for our Church and mission to exist and continues to 

make the Wasatch community a thriving one. Thank you again for your continued support. 

- Michael Holloway, Budget and Finance Chair  
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Watch for the Giving Tree 
 In Utah, there are over 2,000 children in foster care at 
any given time. Christmas time is an especially difficult time 
for these children, as they are constantly reminded that they 
are living away from their parents. In addition, many     
children are removed from their homes in December, due to 
the stress and difficulties associated with the holidays.  
 
 BUT...there is something you can do.  Wasatch         
Presbyterian will again be   collecting donated Christmas 

gifts for children in the foster care system. Watch for the Giving Tree in the 
Fellowship Hall, which will be decorated with name tags with ages and gift 
suggestions for children in foster care.  Please take a tag, buy a gift for a 
child, and bring it back with the tag to put under the tree.  All donations will 
be distributed to the children by staff and volunteers from the Utah Foster 
Care Foundation.   
 

If you would like to help with collection, please contact Shelley Horel at       
801-870-9454. Thank you for blessing some of the kids who need it most.   

DECEMBER EVENTS 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON  
AND BAZAAR 

 
DECEMBER 6  

    Thursday  11:00am  (FH) 
 

    Bring ANY Holiday items for the sale  
      And/or bakery goods 

      Nice items for re-gifting too 
      (If possible, price the items) 

    Bring them by 10:30am 
    Cost:  $5.00 for lunch 

    RSVP:  Mary Beth Keidl  
by Mon. Dec. 3 

  1-414-550-3295 
    Or marybethkeidl@icloud.com 

 

BOOK CLUB 
 

DECEMBER 10  
    Monday 6:30pm (away) 

   Janet Wortley  801-733-4490 
         rjwortley@comcast.net 

 
 

MARTHA CIRCLE 
 

DECEMBER 13   
    Thursday  10:30am  (FH) 

    Loyda Kyremes  801-487-0478 
       loydakyremes@gmail.com 

 
 

STITCH & CHAT 
 

DECEMBER 13  
Thursday  12:30pm (FH) 

    Mary Beth Keidl  1-414-550-3295 
     marybethkeidl@icloud.com 

Christmas Poinsettias 

 It is already time to order your poinsettias for the    
Christmas Season. The   Deacons are now taking orders for 
the poinsettias at the cost of only $15.00 per plant. These 
plants will decorate our Sanctuary during the  Christmas 
Season. Our Deacons each year bring you the opportunity 
to make a dedication to your loved ones at the Christmas 
Season.  

We hope this year you will join us in this tradition! 
 

Deadline is Sunday December 9, 2018 so that we can place them in the         
Sanctuary for Dec 16th.  

 
If you have questions or can't find an order form call Angie Richardson          

801-486-3902 or email her at pinnaclecanyon@hotmail.com 

Scout Update 
 
 Scout Troop 38  completed its planning for 2019 - among the upcoming 
adventures are snow camping, backpacking, rock climbing and many          
others!  This month we are focusing on civics – including Citizenship in the    
Community merit badge taught by WPC’s own Robert Cummings. On the last 
Tuesday and Wednesday of November we will make and serve sandwiches 
for St. Vincent de Paul – which will kick off our service month in                   
December.  And finally, we are excited to announce that we will be accepting 
girls ages 11-17 into the WPC Scouting program starting as early as        
February 1, 2019.  We will be collecting names for an interest list – we will 
need 5 girls and active women leaders to pioneer this addition to our program 
– please contact the troop via our email (Troop38@wpcslc.org) if you are   
interested.   
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Coffee Hour  
Thank you to Allan and his family for all the support they provide on Sunday mornings.  

Congregational Life is greatly supported by their efforts on a weekly basis and it is very appreciated!  
 
 Each Sunday we ask for volunteers to bring refreshments. It’s meant to be a light offering of 
pastry or fruit. Some folks like to bring meats and cheese but any type of refreshment are     
welcome and appreciated! If it’s been awhile since you signed up, please take a moment and 

pick a date on the clipboard in Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your help and support!  

- Courtney Raines, CLC Chair, courtney.raines@yahoo.com 

Organ At Upcoming Bagby Concert 

 Our recently upgraded sanctuary organ will be featured in the Annual Bagby Memorial Concert on Monday,    

January 28, 2019 at 7:00pm. Dr. Kenneth Udy will perform as organ soloist with the Young Artist Chamber Players, a 

string  orchestra of high school honor students under the baton of Jack Ashton, in the Western U.S. premiere of the    

Organ  Concerto in A Minor by French-Canadian composer, Denis Bédard. The brilliant five-movement work showcases 

the new effects and sounds now available on our organ. Please mark your calendars now and plan to attend this     

special event. 

- Ken Udy, Music Director 

2019 Sign-Up For Dedicating Sanctuary Flowers 

 
 A new sign up flower sheet calendar has been placed on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for the 
2019. If you would like to dedicate flowers to decorate the Sanctuary on a specific Sunday, please 
place your name and contact information next to that date and then the deacons will arrange the flower 
dedication and delivery from Brown Floral. The cost is $45 and the flowers can then be taken home by 
the donor or utilized by the church or deacons that week. I also encourage you to bring back vases to 
the church, so that we can recycle them back to Brown Floral. Contact Angie Richardson the Deacon 
flower coordinator if you have any questions. 

Wasatch Thanks You  

 A very hearty thank you to Clare Coonan for leading the Session Retreat on November 9-10.  

Her many gifts as group facilitator helped guide the Session in meaningful discussion, creative 
brainstorming, and strategic planning.  She set a joyful yet focused tone, artfully encouraged 
participation from all, and deftly kept the group on task when needed.  Her efforts allowed   
Session to enjoy their time and come away from the Retreat with several action items to focus on 
going forward. Thank you, Clare! 

Family Promise 

 We are thrilled to announce the new Family Promise Leadership Team! We received a wonderful response to the 
questionnaire inviting all in the congregation to consider joining the new Leadership Team, designed to keep Family 
Promise at Wasatch thriving and sustainable for our volunteers. The new Leadership Team will take the helm in January 
2019 and we look forward to supporting them in this new endeavor. Please be sure to share a thank you with the Team 

members whenever you have a chance:  Lead Coordinators : Bretta Srivastava & Jason Miller   
Volunteer Coordinator : Tom Mitchell   
On-Site Hosts : Peggy Riedesel & Elaine Jarvik  
Food and Meals Coordinators : Jerri Mausbach & Mary Beth Keidl   
Supplies Coordinators : Heather Reynolds & Tracie Cooper 



Rev. Scott Dalgarno Pastor/Head of Staff   sdalgarno@wpcslc.org 

Andrew Fleishman Pastoral Associate    afleishman@wpcslc.org 

Rebecca Sandulli  Executive Director    rsandulli@wpcslc.org 

Hilary Lambert  Children’s Ministry Director hlambert@wpcslc.org 

Dawn Fleishman  Youth Director     dfleishman@wpcslc.org  

Dr. Kenneth Udy  Director of Music    kudy@wpcslc.org 

Todd Wheeler   Director of “iBelieve” band twheeler@wpcslc.org 

Allan McInnis   Building Manager 

      Head Custodian    amcinnis@wpcslc.org 

Carol Rugg   Financial Secretary   crugg@wpcslc.org 

Susie Brass   Office Assistant    reception@wpcslc.org 

Tracie Cooper   Office Assistant    communications@wpcslc.org 

Courtney Raines  Office Assistant    facilities@wpcslc.org 

        Office Assistant    communications@wpcslc.org 

Sunday Schedule 

Communion  
First Sunday of every month  

during worship service. 

Wasatch Presbyterian Church Staff 
9:00 am iBelieve Worship 

10:10 am Sunday School 

11:15 am Traditional Worship 

2:00 pm Sudanese Worship 
 

Deadline for next Bridge Builder (January) = December 29th 

Have something (or someone) you’d like to see in the next Bridge Builder?  

Send content or suggestions to communications@wpcslc.org 

 

 

Office Hours  

Monday - Thursday   
9am - 3pm 

 
Friday  

9am -12:30pm 
801.487.7576 

 

Check us out online at 
www.wpcslc.org 

12/2:     Advent Festival 5pm 

12/7:     Family Fun Night movie 6pm 

12/15:   Christmas Program  

             Practice 10am 

12/15:   Club 56 Christmas Party 12pm 

12/16:   Christmas Program  

     9 & 11:15am 

12/16:   Family Fun Outing  

       Gallivan Ice Rink 

12/23:   iBelieve Worship 9am 

     Traditional Worship 11:15am 

12/24:   Christmas Eve Worship 7pm 

     Christmas Eve Worship 11pm 

No copyright infringement is intended  

with the images used in this publication. 

 BUDGET ACTUAL DIFFERENCE 

Pledged &  

Loose Income 

$ 374,432 $408,633 $34,201 

Other Income $143,514 $131,176 ($12,338) 

Totals $517,946 $539,809 $21,863 

Expenses $590,926 $585,094 $5,832 

    

Net Difference ($72,980) ($45,285) $27,695 

STATUS OF OPERATING FUND AS OF 10/31/2018 


