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The Jesse Tree 
   

 This Advent you are invited to follow the 

branches of the Jesse Tree, which is much 

like a Christmas tree, only the ornaments 

depict Biblical symbols. The name for this 

practice was inspired by Isaiah 11:1-2. “A 

shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; 

a branch will sprout from his roots. 

The LORD’s spirit will rest upon him, a spirit 

of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of 

planning and strength, a spirit of knowledge 

and fear of the LORD.” Jesse was the father 

of King David, and though there are varia-

tions in what Biblical symbols are depicted on a Jesse Tree, many depict 

people and events tracing the lineage of Jesse, David, and ultimately, Jesus. 

The ornaments of a Jesse Tree are a modern adaptation of the family tree 

of Jesus, which was a source of inspiration for medieval illuminated manuscripts and many stained glass windows 

in European cathedrals. 

 

 There are many versions of Jesse Tree ornaments, but no matter the symbols the practice is the same. Each 

day during Advent you read a passage from the Bible and hang an ornament with a symbol from that passage 

on a tree. By Christmas Eve you have read through many parts of the Old Testament that tell the story of Israel 

and the blessing of the birth of Christ given to the people of Israel, and to us all. I love the connection between 

the Old and New Testaments this tradition brings. There is a rich history in the genealogy of Jesus, and I find 

knowing deep meaning in the connections between the stories of the Bible. 

 

 In the Fellowship Hall you can find a devotional booklet called The Jesus Tree Daily Advent Devotional, which 

pairs Bible readings with hymns. If you are so inspired, you can also create your own Jesse Tree ornaments by 

taking the accompanying ornament template; color and hang an ornament each day to connect with the stories in 

an artistic way. However you count the days of this Advent season, may you enjoy the waiting and the hoping, 

and ultimately the celebrating that it brings. 

 

-Hilary Lambert, Children’s Ministry Director, hlambert@wpcslc.org 
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Advent Season 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Festival 

 December 3rd, 5-7pm in Fellowship Hall   

An all-church and all ages celebration with a soup supper, carol singing, luminary making, handbell ringing, 
nativity animals & costumes, and a Youth bake sale.   

 

Blue Christmas  

 December 16th, 6pm in Fellowship Hall   

A special worship service for those for whom the holidays are a difficult time.  

 

Children's Christmas Program 

 December 17th at the 9am and 11:15am worship services  

A casual telling of the nativity story by the Children’s Ministry.  

 

Christmas Eve Morning Worship 

 December 24th, 10am   

One combined worship service.   

 

Christmas Eve Evening Worship 

 December 24th, 7pm   

Worship service, with children and youth choir singing. Cookie reception after.  

 December 24th, 11pm 

Candlelight worship service. 

 

New Years Eve Worship 

 January 1st, 10am 

One combined worship service.  

December 3rd  
Prophets: Longing for Peace,  Isaiah 9:2-7 

December 10th  

Angels: When you are Not Sure What to Hope For ,   
Matthew 1:18-24 

December 17th  

Shepherds: Joy, the Antidote to Fear ,   Luke 2:8-15 

December 24th  

Magi: Love, The Power of Devotion,  Matthew 2:1-9 

Advent Theme: The Supporting Cast. We all know that in 
a drama or a movie supporting characters often play 
key roles. They can shine light on the main character’s 

hidden humanity, offering hope or a dramatic         
turnaround where none seems possible. They remind us 

why the journey of the main character is important,    
especially when that character is most troubled or 

lost.  In four Advent sermons we will exam how prophets, 
angels, shepherds & magi make the story of the birth of 

Jesus as magical and mysterious as it is.  
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Children’s Ministry 
We’ve had a fun fall in Children’s Ministry! Thank you to everyone who helped with our Kids Eat! Service Project, the 
CM and Youth kids had a great time packing backpacks of food for those in need. In Sunday School the kids       
celebrated the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation and spent 4 weeks learning all about the Presbyterian Church 
and what we believe. We’ve also had Family Fun Night and Club 56 had an outing to see Wonder the movie, based 
on the book, and had an awesome time.  
We are looking forward to all the many events of Advent and Christmas. Be Merry!  
 
-Hilary Lambert, Children’s Ministry Director, hlambert@wpcslc.org 

Adult Education 

  

Classes are held upstairs in the loft classrooms (355 & 356) on December  3rd, 10th, 17th from 10:10-11:05am 
Please note there will be no classes held during the holidays and we’ll start back again on January 7, 2018 
 
 Adult Ed Class: Dick Wunder will facilitate a discussion based on Christmas Readings from Literature. Rm 356 
 
 Lectionary Discussion: Join us for a self driven discussion of the biblical passages selected for the sermons each 

week. Rm 355 

 

-David Harris, Adult Ed, delraydog@comcast.net  

Job Opportunity 
Wasatch is accepting applications for a Preschool Custodian,  to work 15 hours/week, on weekday           
afternoons according to the following schedule:  
 Monday-Thursday:  4pm-7pm 
 Friday: 1pm-4pm (negotiable) 
For more information, see the job posting on the website or pick up a copy in the church office.    
Applications may be submitted to Bill Brass via email—bbrassslc@gmail.com. 

Youth Happenings 
Let’s get Intergenerational 

We are planning a fun intergenerational brunch in January for youth and 
those of other generations, to spend intentional time together through casual    
conversation, food, and inclusive play. We want all decades of ages represented. 
So, whether you are in your 20’s, 30’s, 40’s, 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s or 90’s, consider 
being involved!   Contact Dawn at dfleishman@wpcslc.org for more information or 
to sign up to represent your age group. 
 

The youth are planning a mission trip this summer and are fundraising to 
supplement the cost. We would appreciate your help through praying, giving, 
baking, and purchasing! Pre-purchased greenery will be available for pick-up on  
December 3rd, along with delicious baked goods prepared by the Youth and 
other.  Thank you for supporting the Youth! 

 
- Dawn Fleishman, Youth Director, dfleishman@wpcslc.org 
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Christmas Joy Offering 

On December 17, we will take the Christmas Joy Offering, one of the three offerings we 

take in conjunction with the Presbyterian Church, USA.  The Church gives half of the offer-

ing to its Board of Pensions, which in turn allocates the money among past and present 

church leaders in times of need.  Housing supplements from the Board of Pensions have 

been used to help retired church workers stay in their homes or afford assisted living or 

long-term care when staying at home is no longer possible.  The fund has also been used 

to assist pastors and their families when they encounter unexpected health challenges, or 

to help them weather natural disasters.  The other half of the Christmas Joy Offering is 

used to support the Church's 140-year commitment to racial ethnic minority schools. One of 

these schools, in New Mexico, sends 98% of its graduates on to college.  Another, in Texas, reports that all of its 

graduates are accepted to colleges in their own countries or the United States.  Many of the students at these schools 

are the first in their families to enroll in higher education. Please consider making a donation to help the Church train 

and  support its leaders--new and old. 

-Bretta Pirie, Service Committee, brettaraj@gmail.com 
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Soup Kitchen 
Would you like an opportunity to offer thanks for all your Christmas joys by 

helping to feed some of our less fortunate brothers and sisters?  We will make 

sandwiches at the church at 7:00 on Tuesday, December 26 and serve them on 

Wednesday December 27 at 4:30 at the St. Vincent de Paul dining room on 2nd 

South. This is an all church opportunity and you are invited to bring your family 

and Christmas guests to help on either day. We spend about one hour on     

Tuesday and 90 minutes on Wed. 

-Sue Marquardt & Jerry Richardson, Service Committee   

   sraym@aol.com & jerry@pinnaclecanyon.com 

Giving  Tree 
 

Last year in the state of Utah, almost 10,000 cases of abuse/neglect of children were 
substantiated.  Currently, there are approximately 2,700 children in Utah foster 
homes.  Some of the children will go home, some will be adopted out of foster care, 
some will be raised by relatives, but others will never go home and won't have a family 
either, but will remain in care.  
 
This year, Wasatch Presbyterian is again support the Giving Tree program through the 
Utah Foster Care Foundation.  The Giving Tree is in the Fellowship Hall, and has 
"ornaments" with the name and age of a child in foster care, with gifts requested.  Please take an ornament (or two!), 
purchase the gift, and bring back unwrapped, with ornament attached, to put under the Tree in the basket pro-
vided.  Gift cards for $25 are also always welcome!  The gifts will be distributed to the foster families in time for 
Christmas.  Thank you for your generosity in supporting a child in the foster care system.   
 

-Shelley Horel, Service Committee, rochellehorel@gmail.com  
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DECEMBER 2017 

 
DECEMBER 7  CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON  

     Thursday 11:00am  Bazaar  (FH) 
     BRING CHRISTMAS ITEMS TO SELL 

   AND/OR BAKED GOODS by10:30am 
 Bring 1 doz. for dessert and 2 doz. to sell 

     Lunch 12:00 noon  Cost $5.00 
     Program:  Fireside Chat with Beth 
          (Beth Philips church librarian) 

      RSVP:  Mary Beth Keidl  
1-414-550-3295  

marybethkeidl@icloud.com  
By Monday, December 4th 

 
DECEMBER 11  EVENING BOOK CLUB 

     Monday  6:30pm  (away) 
     Janet Wortley  801-733-4490 

 
DECEMBER 14  MARTHA CIRCLE 

Thursday 10:30am  (FH) 
PW Horizon Bible Study #4 

Janet Wortley  801-733-4490 
 

DECEMBER  STITCH & CHAT 
Cancelled for December 

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU AND YOURS! 

 
 Thank you to Brad Leinberger, for his continual support as our    

informal church photographer.  From staff photos to building photos 
to family portraits, he gives his time generously and always with 
good cheer.  Thank you! 

 
 As the season turns, a thank you to our wonderful garden crew 

which includes Jennifer Dawson and Nan and Bernie Winters.  They 
spend countless hours tending the church grounds so that they look 
their best. Thank you! 

 

Organ Project Update 
We are excited to announce that Session recently approved the    

completion of our sanctuary organ project. The organ committee      

selected Anderson  Organ Works of Logan, Utah to install a new   

digital organ division in the balcony to complement our existing pipe 

organ in the chancel.  The use of digitally-sampled organ pipes      

provides increased selection, flexibility and affordability for this new 

section of the organ housed in the balcony. The new organ components 

are manufactured in Holland and will be shipped here in the next   

several weeks. We anticipate installation will be completed in early 

2018. Thanks to all for their ongoing support in making this worthwhile 

project a reality! 

-Ken Udy, Director of Music 

Alternative Gift Market  
Rather than buying yet another kitchen gadget for Aunt Tillie, this year 
honor her instead by giving, in her name, a life-sustaining gift to help   
abolish global poverty or to renew our planet’s environment. 
 
Come to Fellowship Hall after worship on November19, look over the 
gift posters and pick up a catalog.  You can make you choices 
any Sunday from then through December 17.  We will provide you 
with a description of your chosen gift and a Christmas card to give to 
the person you are honoring with this gift. 
 
Alternative Gifts are great for relatives, teachers and friends.  And it is 
a delightful and effective way to teach your own children about world 

needs, as well as the joy of giving to those in need. 

 

- Sue Marquardt, Service Committee 

Wasatch Thanks You! 

Office Shredding  
Rocky Mountain Document Destruction will be 
shredding again in January. Please consider 

bringing your shredding and loading it in 
the secure large grey bin at the end of the 

hall by the main floor kitchen. 
 

Cost is $5.00 per bankers box, there is an 
envelope in Susie's mailbox or you can 
leave it for Carol. Please call with any           

questions, 801-487-7576.  
 

- Wasatch Office Staff 
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Pastor’s Book Choice  

The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and Religion 

by Jonathan Haidt.   

As America descends deeper into polarization and paralysis, social psychologist Jonathan 
Haidt has done the seemingly impossible—challenged conventional thinking about morality,   
politics, and religion in a way that speaks to everyone on the political spectrum. Drawing on his 
twenty-five years of groundbreaking research on moral psychology, he shows how moral      
judgments arise not from reason but from gut feelings. He shows why liberals, conservatives, and 
libertarians have such different intuitions about right and wrong, and he shows why each side is 
actually right about many of its central concerns. In this subtle yet accessible book, Haidt gives 
you the key to understanding the miracle of human cooperation, as well as the curse of our    

eternal divisions and conflicts. If you’re ready to trade in anger for understanding, read The Righteous Mind. 

-Pastor Scott Dalgarno, sdalgarno@wpcslc.org 

 

Discussion of Section One: “Intuitions Come First, Strategic Reasoning is Second”   

will be  Tuesday, December 19 at 11:00am and 7pm)  

Library Notes 

 ADVENT SEASON is here, the beginning of a new year in the church calendar, and a time of   
reflection and preparation. Matthew and Luke tell the old beloved story.  Read them again      

alongside Borg and Crossan’s The First Christmas and I’ll guarantee you’ll read the gospel stories 

with fresh eyes and hear with fresh ears the wonder of God’s love revealed to us especially at this 

season of the year.  

 

 Check out the Advent bookshelf in the library for old favorites, and perhaps something  new: 

Richard Rohr’s Preparing for Christmas: Daily Mediations for Advent, a personal favorite, 

Henry Van Dyke’s The Story of the Other Wise Man, and for laughter, and a good sentimental       

cautionary Christmas tale, The Best/Worst Christmas Pageant, by Barbara Johnson. The last you 

can share. Children like it too, but it takes someone who lived through the stuffy fifties and       
endured too many “Leave it to Beaver” episodes, to really catch the tongue-in-cheek behind the 
characters.  See the holiday shelf in the Children’s section for a variety of Christmas stories for all 

ages.  

 

  Just to let you know, the November Book Sale was absolutely the best ever! You really were 
extraordinarily generous and the library will benefit, both from some upgrades in the furnishings and 
books on the shelves, both new purchases and the well over a hundred that I swiped from donations 
before they had a chance to go on the sale   table.  Many thanks to all of you and especially to June 
Taylor, Kathy Barnett, Regina Prickett, Viette Olsen, Jane Hereim, Bernie Winters, Guido Sandulli, 

Anne Schmid, Allan McInnis  who helped with set up and on sale Sunday. 

 

- Beth Phillips, Librarian, bethphillips416@gmail.com 
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Stewardship 2017: Wrap-Up 

Here’s hoping you are felling good about what you see and hear about the work and ministry of Wasatch and have 

taken the opportunity to pledge your monetary support for Budget Year 2018.   

If not, there is still time to register your support.  What better time is there than Advent, a season of expectation and 

hope to register your support for the spiritual work of your church?  

You can find a pledge card in the church office or in a church pew on Sunday.  Just fill it out and put it in the offering 

plate on Sunday and know how much your support is appreciated.   
 

-Pastor Scott Dalgarno, sdalgarno@wpcslc.org 

Year End Giving 

We are headed toward the end of 2017, and now is the time to start thinking about completing pledges, for the 
regular operating of Wasatch and for Plenty for the mortgage.  As of the end of September, the amount still owed 
on the mortgage was $231K, significantly down from the original $3.2 million.  We’re almost there!  Thanks be to the 

Holy Spirit who nudges us to give from our hearts! 

 

Besides checks and cash and using the Givelifly App, another way to donate to the church is to give long-term        
appreciated stock.  The best way to do that is to tell your broker that our account is at UBS  in the Salt Lake office.  
Please ask your broker to call ours, Brad Britton (801-524-1890), to tell him how many shares of what stock you are 
giving, and how it is to be applied at Wasatch.  Brad will give your broker UBS transfer information.  When the 
shares appear in the church’s account, Brad will sell the stock immediately, and the proceeds will be applied toward 
whatever you have specified  - Pledge, Gift, Plenty, the Deacons Fund, Christmas Joy, Disaster Relief, Crossroads, our 
Sudanese congregation, Chiang Mai Christian School, Royal Kids or any of our many other causes you would like to 
contribute to.  The benefit of giving appreciated stock is that you reduce your long-term capital gains tax liability, 
the gift is fully deductible to you, and there are no commissions.   This method of giving is possible any time of year, 
but from now until the end of the year is a good time to think about the tax benefits – especially since so far, this has 
been a crazy up-year in the market.  Because it takes 3 days to settle a transaction, please don’t wait until Decem-

ber 31st to call your broker.  Think of the week before Christmas as your deadline.  Also, please tell Carol Rugg,  

Rebecca Sandulli , or Jennifer Dawson to be expecting the stock gift. 

 

Since December 31 is a Sunday, if you give a gift by check that you want to be credited to you in 2017, please mail 
your check the week before, or put it in Carol‘s box in the workroom on the main level, or put it in the offering basket 

or offering plate in church on Sunday the 31st. 

We are so grateful for the amazingly generous giving that abounds at Wasatch.  Thank you all. 
 

- Jennifer Dawson, Budget and Finance Committee, jrdawson@burgoyne.com 

Sign up for Coffee Hour 
We need volunteers! Every Sunday, there is a Coffee Hour after each service. 
This important time for fellowship is fed by delicious coffee and snacks. Did 
you know that the coffee is provided by the Church but the snacks are        
donations? Congregational life does all the setup, clean up and layout for  
coffee hour. All we ask, is that folks sign up to bring the food. This is such a 
huge help and an easy way to volunteer. Sign up sheets are on clipboards 
hanging on the bulletin or can be found near the food on Sundays. Bring your 

food 15 minutes before service and that’s it!  
 

- Courtney Raines, Congregational Life Committee, courtney.raines@yahoo.com 



Rev. Scott Dalgarno                          Pastor/Head of Staff, sdalgarno@wpcslc.org 

Andrew Fleishman           Pastoral Associate, afleishman@wpcslc.org 

Rebecca Sandulli                               Executive Director, rsandulli@wpcslc.org 

Hilary Lambert                Children’s Ministry Director, hlambert@wpcslc.org 

Dawn Fleishman           Youth Director, dfleishman@wpcslc.org  

Dr. Kenneth Udy                                             Director of Music, kudy@wpcslc.org 

Todd Wheeler                         Director of “i believe” band, twheeler@wpcslc.org 

Allan McInnis                 Building Manager/Head Custodian, amcinnis@wpcslc.org 

Susie Brass                                     Office Assistant, reception@wpcslc.org 

Tracie Cooper                Office Assistant, reception@wpcslc.org 

Courtney Raines                                Office Assistant, facilities@wpcslc.org 

Carol Rugg                                                 Financial Secretary, crugg@wpcslc.org 

 

December 2017 Bridge Builder Sunday Schedule 

Communion on the  
First Sunday of every month  

in worship service. 

Wasatch Presbyterian Church Staff 

9:00 am       iBelieve Worship 

10:00 am 1st Service Coffee Hour 

10:10 am               Sunday School 

11:15 am        Traditional Worship 

12:15 pm 2nd Service Coffee Hour 

2:00 pm            Sudanese Worship 

 

Deadline for next Bridge Builder (January) = January 2nd 

Have something (or someone) you’d like to see in the next Bridge 

Builder?  Send content or suggestions to communications@wpcslc.org 

Check us out online at 
www.wpcslc.org 

Lost and found is located on 

the Main Level next to the 

reception desk. If you have 

misplaced your glasses, sun-

glasses, a book, jacket or 

dish. Please come take a 

look. Anything left in the of-

fice after 30 days will be 

donated . 

- Office Staff 

 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 

9:00am-3:00pm 

Friday  

9:00am-12:30pm 

            

  Status of the Operating Fund as on 10/31/2017    

        

    Budget  Actual  Difference   

  Pledged/Loose Income         399,808            370,435        (29,373)   

  Other Income         138,650            128,471        (10,179)   

                  

  Totals         538,458            498,906        (39,552)   

        

  Expenses         563,527            531,149        (32,378)   

        

  NET DIFFERENCE          (25,069)           (32,243)         (7,174)   

            


