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December  2016 

Nest 
by Jeffrey Harrison 
 
 

It wasn’t until we got the Christmas tree  
into the house and up on the stand  
that our daughter discovered a small bird’s nest  
tucked among its needled branches. 
 

Amazing, that the nest had made it  
all the way from Nova Scotia on a truck 

mashed together with hundreds of other trees  
without being dislodged or crushed. 
And now it made the tree feel wilder,  
a balsam fir growing in our living room,  
as though at any moment a bird might flutter  
through the house and return to the nest. 
  
And yet, because we’d brought the tree indoors,  
we’d turned the nest into the first ornament.  
So we wound the tree with strings of lights,  
draped it with strands of red beads, 
and added the other ornaments, then dropped  
two small brass bells into the nest, like eggs  
containing music, and hung a painted goldfinch  
from the branch above, as if to keep them warm. 
  
Jeffrey Harrison’s winsome poem does a lovely job of highlighting something so important about 
Christmas -- that, at its best, it is about nesting.  When we think of Mary and Joseph and little Jesus, 
we are meant to think of three very poor and lonely people, far away from home, but making a nest 
together right where they are in tiny Bethlehem.  
 

The best Christmases are the smallest, most humble ones. They are never overblown.  The best omens 
of the coming of Christ arrive by surprise, like a special gift, hidden, like a nest in a fir tree, having 
survived a long trip, far from home, but home anyway, because home is about who you cozy down 
with not where you find yourself on December 25th.  
 

Happy Christmas to our wonderful Church family! 
Pastor Scott 
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Wasatch Thanks You! 
  
The Deacons at Wasatch are a group of gifted folks who share their time,  
efforts and talents with the Wasatch Congregation tirelessly. On commun-
ion Sunday, they are those lovely people blessing you as you dip your 
bread. When a member passes away, the Deacons prepare the service 
and work closely with families to ease the process. Wasatch depends 
greatly on this wonderful group of people to represent them in many ways 
and they always ensure the work is done and done well.  
 
If you have an opportunity to personally thank these heroes of Wasatch, 
please do! We appreciate all of their hard work, their continued efforts, 
and all they bring to the family that is Wasatch.  

WPC Deacons  
Alysia Harris - President 

Russell Weeks - Vice President 
Pam Sanders - Secretary/Treasurer 

Scott Dalgarno - Pastor 
Lisa Arnold 

Allison Banks 
Jill Cox 

Rocky Cox 
Mary Jane Dow 

Anne Elliott 
Mark Huff 

Mary Beth Keidl 
Loyda Kyremes 

Angie Richardson 
Cindy Stayner 
June Taylor 

Dean Thomas 
Jan Thomas 

Christmas Season at Wasatch 
 
 Saturday, December 17th — Blue Christmas worship, 6pm 
 
 Sunday, December 18th — Children’s Christmas Program, 

during 9am and 11:15am worship  
 
 Saturday, December 24th — Christmas Eve worship, 7pm 

and 11pm 
 
 Sunday, December 25th — Christmas Day worship, 10am 
 
 Sunday, January 1st — New Years Day worship, 10am 

Farewell to Heather 
Next week we say a fond good-bye to Rev. Heather Monkmeyer, who has blessed WPC with her talents in so many 
ways over the past few years.  Owing to her busy Sunday morning schedule this month, we will be toasting her with 
a farewell Open House on the evening of December 18th, from 5-7pm in Fellowship Hall.  Bring an appetizer to 
share and come ready to send her off to Ohio with lots of affection and appreciation from Wasatch.   
 
*If you would like to help with the Open House in any way, please contact Rebecca Sandulli, rsandulli@wpcslc.org, 
415.205.1471 



The  
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Children’s Ministry (CM) 

Another thank you to the congregation for supporting CM with their 

KidsEat! service project.  Thanks to the donations, the children were able 

to pack more than 100 backpacks of food!   In other exciting news, the 

KidsEat! founder shared that the WPC children were “the best group of 

kids she’s seen yet” - cooperative, patient, and thoughtful in packing their 

food.  Kudos to the children and their families for a job well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club 56 enjoyed a raucous bowling party in November, which was a fun time had by all.  

Judging from the scores of some kids, Wasatch might want to consider fielding a bowling team.  In other fellowship, the CM 

families gathered in early December for a Friday Family Fun Night of holiday movie watching and popcorn eating.   

Looking ahead, the Children’s Christmas Program is Sunday, December 18th, during both the 9am and 11:15am worship 

services.  As in prior years, they’ll be doing a very informal program that includes the nativity story in poetic form and car-

ols that are sung both by the children alone and together with the congregation.  In very exciting news, the Children’s Choir 

will be performing on Christmas Eve during the 7pm worship, which promises to be a wonderful additional to Christmas Eve 

at Wasatch.  A special thank you to Sabrina Cole and Marian Florence for directing the choir! 

As most of you probably know by now, I will be switching to a new role as Executive Director at Wasatch in January, and 

wrapping my time as Children’s Ministry Director.  Leaving CM was a very difficult decision for me, as I love the children 

and their families, and I have loved the role as CM Director.  But I am excited for a new challenge at and I am also excited 

to see how CM develops in the years to come.  The CM Committee is a wonderful and strong group and there are many 

talented folks in our congregation and beyond who I believe will carry CM forward in an exciting way. It takes a village to 

grow a church community and we are blessed to have that village. 

-Rebecca Sandulli, Children’s Ministry Director, rsandulli@wpcslc.org 

Youth Ministry 
 Winter with the Wasatch Youth has started off with a bang!  On December 3rd, we made 
home-made sugar cookies and butter cream frosting for our bake sale cookie kits.  At the Ad-
vent Festival we held a wildly successful Christmas greenery and bake sale and made over 
$600 for our summer activities and outings.  Thank you so much to everyone who contributed 
their time, money, and baking skills to make it such a success!   
 

Keep an eye out later this month for the youth's Advent Sunday school project: a take on Van Gogh's Starry 
Night constructed with Advent messages of Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy.  Note that youth will not have Sunday school 
on Christmas day or New Year's day. 

 

- Annalise Ford, Youth Coordinator, wasatchpresbyterianyouth@gmail.com 
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Adult Education  

This fall, Adult Education has offered classes which focus on using what is known as the Lectionary for Bible study.  In 
the reformed Church's history, it was recognized that the Bible should be available to all and it should all be read, 
both Old and New Testaments.  In its present form, the Lectionary is divided into three volumes, A, B, and C and dif-
ferent parts of the church year are designated for the reading for specific texts so that over three years the Bible 

has been "read", even by people who could not read. 

 
Under Heather Monkmeyer's guidance for spiritual formation, we have brought several questions to our study as an 
aid in letting God's word and works into our lives and help live out that Word. 

 

For Advent, Pastors Scott Dalgarno and Heather Monkmeyer have added the work of Vincent Van Gogh in a process 
of Visio Divina, to take the image of Van Gogh's work to your prayer.  The class has met for the first Sunday of Ad-
vent, the Sunday of Hope, the three remaining Sundays will continue this process at the 10:10 class time, meeting in 

the library. 

 
As the new year begins, we will continue a Lectionary class for Bible study at 10:10 and we may use Lectio Divina or 
Visio Divina techniques to bring Bible study more deeply into your lives. 

 

You don't have to be a Biblical scholar to participate in this class but a desire to know the Bible as we can take it's 

teachings into the world is a good way to start.  

 

- Linda Griffen, Adult Education, lmackgriffen@gmail.com 

Library Book Notes  

 Thanks to all who made the Library Open House and Book Sale an enormous success! You showered us with 
books, then kindly bought them back! We raised considerably over last year for the library and, in addition, over 
forty books pulled from the donations will be on the shelves soon. Grateful thanks to Library Helpers: Jane Hereim, 
June Taylor, Regina Delong, Susan Brass, Viette Olsen, Linda Griffiths, Julie Fritz – they made the work of set up and 
sale day a pleasure. 

 Advent’s almost here and with it a new cycle of the church year begins. Texts for Preaching: A 
Lectionary Commentary, Year A, B, and C are now on the library shelves.  Members of the cur-
rent adult education class on the lectionary may find them useful, but so will anyone looking for 

a guide to personal study. Well written and readable for lay people as well as pastors. 

 Preparing For Christmas: Daily Meditations for Advent must be the smallest book Franciscan 
priest, teacher and contemplative, Richard Rohr has ever written. This tiny book - I really mean 
tiny, it would fit a jeans pocket– is packed with scripture, poetry, short stories and reflections on 
each day of the Advent season. To quote from Rohr’s preface: “The Word of God...confronts, 
converts and consoles us–in that order.”  And so will this little book if you take it for your guide 

this Advent.       

- Beth Phillips, Librarian, bethphillips416@gmail.com                                                                                                

 

Soul Collage 

A meditative discernment process that engages the imagination and the intuition using images, scis-
sors, paper and glue in a quiet prayerful space. No artistic tendencies required, just an open heart 
and a willingness to engage. If you have any questions, please contact Heather Monkmeyer at 
hmonkmeyer@wpcslc.org 
  
Saturday December 17th 10:00-12:00  



The  
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 Advent Festival 
The annual Advent Festival has become one of the most popular all-church events! We had such a wonderful turnout, 
there weren’t enough seats—a delightful problem to have!  All ages mingled together in the Loft making luminaries 
and Advent prayer chains. The blending of animals outside and costumes in the Narthex was a big hit and kept many 
children and adults occupied. The caroling was full of festive voices and some of our choir members gifted us with 
their talents.  The bells provided many guests the chance to try something new and fill the Sanctuary with lovely music.  
And kudos to the Youth for a wonderful bake sale! 
 
Thank you to all who brought soup—you outdid yourselves! We had more variety than expected and folks were able 
to sample various types of soup. Congregational Life would like to especially thank Bonnie Chipman. She worked tire-
lessly on set-up, serving, and clean-up . She is truly a gem and we appreciate everything she did to make the Festival 
a success! 
 
- Courtney Raines, Congregational Life Committee, courtney.raines@yahoo.com 

Alternative Gift Market 
A unique gift that offers a unique way to do something about global issues like poverty, injus-
tice and hunger while celebrating occasions such as Christmas and birthdays.  Giving a life–
sustaining gift in honor of a family member or friend is a wonderful way to show you care. 
 
Thanks to many donors, this organization has raised almost $29 million in the last thirty years.  
This is the 19th year that Wasatch has participated.  Together we’ve helped victims of war 
and natural disasters get support, brought medicine to the sick, freed thousands of women 
and children from sexual slavery, educated children across the globe, and fed those with empty 
stomachs. 
 
From November 13 through December 18 you will find catalogs and project dis-
plays for 30 projects in Fellowship Hall.  We invite you to take home a catalog, and 
choose one or more projects to help fund in honor of a family member, a teacher, or 
a friend.  We will provide as many cards and project descriptions as you wish. 
 
-Sue Marquardt, Service Committee,  sraym@aol.com 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
 
The time goes by so quickly. It’s already time to order your poinsettias for the Christmas Season.  The Deacons are 
now taking orders for the poinsettias at the cost of only $15.00 per plant. These plants will decorate our Sanctuary 
during the Christmas Season. Each year, our Deacons, bring you the opportunity to make a dedication to your 
loved ones during the Christmas Season. We hope this year you will join us in this tradition. The deadline for orders 
is December 18th.  

If you have questions or can’t find an order form, contact 
Jan Thomas at 801-759-2017 or Jan.Thomas@hsc.utah.edu 

 

Budget Update 

Dec 12 - EVE BOOK CLUB 
    Mon 6:30pm (away) 

Janet Wortley 
    801-733-4490  

 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Tuesday’s 10am-11am 

(Fellowship Hall) 
Thursday’s 6:30am-7:30am 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 

December 2016  

Crossroads Donations 
The donations to Crossroads are so important all year long, but especially at 
this time of year. We had a wonderful turnout for the Annual Thanksgiving Food 

drive and dropped off over 399 lbs of food!  

 

The blue bins will continue to be out at both the Fellowship Hall doors as well as 

the Main Floor Office Doors 

 

-Service Committee 

            

  WPC Cash Flow as of 11/30/2016    

        

    Budget  Actual  Difference   

  Pledged Income         451,500            428,565        (22,935)   

  Other Income         145,012            140,742          (4,270)   

                  

  Totals         596,512            569,307        (27,205)   

        

  Expenses         602,597            575,326        (27,271)   

        

  NET DIFFERENCE           (6,085)             (6,019)               66    

            

Thanksgiving Dinner 
A special thank you to Jane Hereim for hosting this year’s Annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner. The food was delicious , Fellowship Hall looked festive and cozy, and 
the fellowship and company was enjoyed by all. Thank you to Max and Betsy 
Sutherland for providing and cooking the turkeys.  And thank you also to the 
many who brought something to share , helped with set-up and decorations, 
and helped with clean-up.    



The  
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Sudanese Connection 

‘Philip’ Jima Dige Leko 

 - South Sudanese from Mabaan 

 

 Philip is your Sunday custodian. He’s the happy, funny guy setting 

up your coffee hour and cleaning up during and after your fellowship 

hours. He’s been in the U.S. for more than sixteen years, but last year at 

this time, Philip was in prison, a POW in his homeland of South Sudan. 

With the assistance of Michael Mower, of Utah’s Governor’s Office, we 

were able to contact the U.S. Embassy in Juba and let the consular there 

know of Philip’s plight. The consular acted swiftly and elegantly in com-

municating with the military that Philip was a U.S. citizen. The Embassy 

visited Philip every month, taking him hygiene and medical supplies to 

sustain him and even audio tapes with a player and headset with messages of focusing on survival to help him psy-

chologically. Philip is always ready and willing to talk about his experiences so don’t hesitate to ask him. He joined 

the staff of Wasatch Presbyterian Church when he returned from prison. He wants to go to Salt Lake Community Col-

lege where he can begin working toward a career in medicine, starting with earning his CAN. Because he enjoys the 

congregation of WPC, he continues to serve as our custodian on Sundays.  

 Philip’s wife and three children live in Des Moines, Iowa. He says that long-distance parenting is difficult and 

stressful. Until he earns his college education, making enough money to be independent and support his family will 

always present difficult challenges.  

 The Sudanese Task Force, now headed by Jane Hereim with Nancy Saxton, Jan Bartlett, Ashtora and Phil 

Purdham was led for many years by Anita Rigstad. The committee works with the Mabaan and refugees from other 

tribes to make resources available. They strive to befriend, mentor and assist people like Philip and Marcilina to gain 

the employment and education they need to become successful and independent. Mentors are always needed. If you 

would like to participate on any level, the committee would love to hear from you.  

- Ashtora, Sudanese Task Force 

Sudanese Christmas Project  

Please support our Sudanese refugee families with a donation towards Smith's gift 

cards.  These families are in need of the basic necessities of life and have limited 

incomes. Your help would be greatly appreciated. A table will be setup in Fellow-

ship Hall at the Alternative Gift Market table on Sunday mornings.  

- Jane Hereim, Sudanese Task Force, janehereim@gmail.com  



Rev. Scott Dalgarno                         Pastor/Head of Staff, sdalgarno@wpcslc.org 

Rev. Heather Monkmeyer                  Pastoral Associate, hmonkmeyer@wpcslc.org 

Rebecca Sandulli                    Director of Children’s Ministry, rsandulli@wpcslc.org 

Annalise Ford Youth Ministry Coordinator, wasatchpresbyterianyouth@gmail.com 

Dr. Kenneth Udy                             Director of  Music, kennethudy@centurylink.net 

Carol Rugg                                                 Financial Secretary, crugg@wpcslc.org 

Todd Wheeler            Director of “i believe” band, Todd_wheeler2560@msn.com 

December 2016 Bridge Builder Sunday Schedule 

*Communion on the First Sunday  
of every month in both worship  
services.  

Wasatch Presbyterian Church Staff 
9:00 am         Worship 

10:00 am             Coffee Hour 

10:10/15 am          Sunday School 

10:45 am                       Choir 

11:15 am         Worship 

12:15 pm   Coffee Hour 

2:00 pm            Sudanese Worship 

 


