
The Newsletter of Wasatch Presbyterian Church                   
 Salt Lake City, Utah                  www.wpcslc.org                                                                                                                               

2010 

  

issue.  According to Olson, ñThe 

United States Supreme Court has 

repeatedly held that marriage is 

one of the most fundamental rights 

that we have as Americans under 
our Constitution.  Legalizing same-

sex marriage would also be a rec-

ognition of basic American princi-

ples and would represent the cul-

mination of our nationôs commit-

ment to equal rights.ò  (Olson, 49).  

Mr. Olson notes, óthis case could 

change the way people think about 

one another.ô  Id. 

This secular statement is 

powerfully parallel to the baptismal 

text from Galatians 3:28, quoted 
above.  How we óthinkô about each 

other ï how we regard one another 

ñas one in Jesus Christò based on 

our God given identities bestowed 

in baptism instead of on our biol-

ogy ï is fundamental to the gospel 

of Jesus Christ.  Likewise, Mr. 

Olson believes that it is fundamen-

tal that our Country regard its peo-

ple, first and foremost as citizens 

with inalienable rights, and only 
secondarily as male and female. If 

Mr. Olson convinces the court in 

California of the constitutional 

right of gay marriage, it will not 

only change the way we think 

about the institution of marriage as 

citizens, it may also force us as 

Christians to re-examine the insti-

tution of marriage from a doctrinal 

perspective.  In the hundreds of 

weddings I have conducted, I have 

found it nearly impossible to 
equate the biblical model of  mar- 

Dear Friends: 

 For over thirty years, the 

PCUSA has been involved in a 

tempestuous debate over the defini-

tion of marriage.  At the heart of 
the controversy is the definition of 

male and female.  For many Pres-

byterians along the wide spectrum 

of opinions on this issue, it has 

been a painful process, and it is not 

resolved by any means.  To make 

matters more difficult, the debate 

has been occurring simultaneously 

in the contentious cultural and le-

gal arenas of the Country. 

A legal case now being 

argued in San Francisco to over-
turn Californiaôs Prop. 8 ban on 

gay marriage has drawn national 

attention, and it is bound to reach 

the U.S. Supreme Court.  One of 

the unusual aspects of the case is 

that the lawyer arguing for legali-

zation of Civil Unions between 

members of the same gender is 

Theodore Olson, a prominent attor-

ney on the national stage who is 

also a recognized political conser-
vative, perhaps even an arch con-

servative. 

 In a recent essay in News-

week it was noted, ñOlson believes 

in individual liberty and freedom 

from government interference in 

the private lives of citizens, and 

that discriminating against people 

because of sexual orientation is a 

violation of both.ò (Conant , 47)  

Olson is genuine in his conviction 

that gay marriage is a civil rights  

riage with the secular rituals in-

volved in modern civil wedding 

ceremonies.  The way we distin-

guish ñmarriageò from ñweddingsò 

may be a constructive guide to 
distinguishing a legal contract from 

a union under God.  Certainly, if 

Mr. Olson wins his case in the 

courts, it will force communities of 

faith to view marriage as a civil 

right, causing us once again to 

come to terms with Godôs love as 

deeper and more significant than 

just skin color, or nationality, or 

body parts, or male/female chro-

mosomes and hormones. 

In just such a prayerful re-
examination, the Session voted 

unanimously on January 27, 2010 

to support the overture and pre-

sented it to the Presbytery of Utah 

on February 20, 2010.    

Godôs love for us is not 

only mirrored in the democratic 

principles of being created equal 

and being endowed with inalien-

able rights, it is also reflected in 

Paulôs expression of agaepic love 
transcending race, class, caste, 

creed or sex, and our equality be-

fore God.  Thanks be to God. 
 

-Ginger Memmott, Interim Pastor 

 Works Cited 
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Love, Justice, and the Supreme Court 
 

 ñThere is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and  

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.ò  (Galatians 3:28) 



Lenten Activity  
We have a wonderful opportunity 

available to individuals or families 

to participate in self-guided medi-

tative stations. This is to help us 

purposefully create space in our 

lives for God. This will be open 

every Wednesday during Lent, 5-8 

p.m. in the Loft. 

By now all children preschool ï 6th 

grade who attend Sunday school 

should have received a Lenten De-
votion Booklet. Please take the 

opportunity to create a family de-

votion time using this material. 

 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt: April 

3rd, 10:00-11:30 We ask families 

to please bring fruit or breakfast 
bread to share. If you would like to 

help with the event, please contact 

Deborah, 801-487-7576 or 

dparr@wpcslc.org. 

 

Workshop Rotation Leaders 

Needed for The Last Workshop 

Rotation of the Year, Paul on the 

Road to Damascus: April 11-

May 16th. In this rotation kids will 

learn that Jesus can change people 
when we accept him and that God 

calls us to use our talents to do 

good things. They will also focus 

on how the church teaches us to be 

disciples. 

Donôt feel qualified? Not so fastéI 

will provide the lesson plan and 

training. If youôve ñbeen there, 

done thatò, then the children of 

Wasatch could really benefit from 

your experience and guidance. This 
is a great way to get to know the 

elementary age kids and their fami-

lies. Please add this to your prayers 

and contact Deborah Parr if you 

have 2 Sundays youôd like to help. 

dparr@wpcslc.org or 801-487-

7576 
 

Presbyterian Women look forward 

to the March 4th luncheon with 

former Wasatch member David 

Turner as the speaker.  He will 

speak about the Senior Centers, 
including a new one in the Mill-

creek neighborhood.  The Social 

will be at 11:30, followed by lunch 

at 12:00.  Please make reservations 

for lunch by March 1st with Lois 

C. Jones at 801-487-1132 or 

loisc.jones5@gmail.com.  All 

women of the church and friends 

are invited to attend.  
 

Attention: All Ladies  

Church Women United March 12th 

9:30 is registration, 10:00 meeting. 

Registration is $1.00, lunch is 
$4.00. Location: Human Rights 

Day Calvary Baptist Church,  

1090 South State. Offering for 

Esther Williams Scholarship Fund. 

See you there. 

  

On March 20th, Caryn Kelly will 

tell us about YOGA and its bene-

fits to the body.  She will lead us in 

some simple exercises.  Starting at 

11:30 there will be a social and a 
potluck salad luncheon.  Please 

make reservations with Lois Jones 

by Tuesday, March 16. 
 

VBS: Egypt: Joseph From 

Prison to Palace, June 6-9,  
Volunteers needed for anything 

and everything from 15 minute 

volunteers, to workshop leaders, 

decorators, set up crew, clean up 

clean crew and lots more! Call or 

email Deborah 801-487-7576 or 

dparr@wpcslc.org 

 

Camp Highlands for in-

coming 5th & 6 th Graders 
Save the date: July 26-31 

Deadline and deposit of $100 to 

secure your place at Highlands is 

due Sunday March 14th. Please call 
Deborah with any questions, 801-

487-7576. 

 
 

Sudanese Fellowship News 

 
The Christian family is connected 

around this world. Recently Don 

Stilwell from South Carolina 

emailed me. He got my name from 

Southern Sudan. Dr. Rob Congdon 
at the Doro Hospital told him that 

there was a Mabaan group in Salt 

Lake City. Don sent Bibles in the 

Mabaan language--enough for 

every household in the Sudanese 

Fellowship. Pastor Ginger will 

present them during the Mabaan 

worship on February 21 at 2 PM. 

Itôs good to have family connec-

tions! 

Here are a few ways you can con-

nect to the Sudanese Fellowship: 
1. Job coach: teach construction or 

gardening skills. 

2. Mentor: after training provided 

by the Stateôs Refugee Services 

assist an individual with accessing 

services, locating a job, transport-

ing to doctors, etc. 

3. Help teach Sunday School one 

Sunday a month at 2 PM. 

Anita Rigstad: Rrigstad@msn.com 

801-583-1917 

Children Ministry  Presbyterian Women 
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  Wasatch Presbyterian Church       

  1/31/2010 Status of the Operating Fund      

         

  Income  Budget to Date  Actual to Date  Difference  
Annual Income 

Budget  
  

  Pledges             85,500        101,463           15,963                    596,500    

  Loose Offering             3,000           2,445              (555)                    38,000    

  Per Capita             2,300            1,113              (1,187)                      6,700    

  Other Income             6,180           6,776               596                     77,555    

  Thanks Be To God               125             325               200                      1,245    

  Planned Transfers             39,000           40,422            1,422                     39,000    

  Extra Princ. Rec'd                      -           8,150            8,150                               -    

  Totals           99,105         120,272            21,167                  744,000    

         

  Expenses   Budget to Date  
 Actual to 

Date  
 Difference  

 Annual Expense 

Budget  
  

  Program           37,267         38,229          (962)                     460,463    

  Mission             4,453           4,417            36                     53,450    

  Building & Grounds             10,712           7,795            2,917                     106,546    

  Principal & Interest             10,000           10,000            -                    120,00    

  Extra Princ. Paid             -           8,150           (8,150)                    -    

  Totals           62,432         68,591          (6,159)                   758,711    

         

  NET DIFFERENCE             36,673           51,681         15,008                    (14,711)   

         

  Planned Carryover               21,274             21,274                    -                       21,274    

         

         

         

  CASH FLOW               57,947          72,955          15,008                       6,563    

         

              

. 
National Mission News 

 
There is a very interesting 16 page 
section of the 2010 Mission Year-

book which reviews "The History 

of American Protestant Mis-

sions"  from 1810 to 2010."  Mis-

sion Yearbooks are available in 

Fellowship Hall before and after 

worship each Sunday. 

  
Local Mission News 

 

An on-going mission project at 

Wasatch  Presbyterian Church is 

the monthly Community Food Co-
op of Utah.  A volunteer-powered, 

nonprofit food buying network, the 

Co-op brings people together for 

food, community and savings of up 

to 50% on high-quality fresh 

foods. An effort is made to use 

local products.  The larger the 

number of participants, the lower 

the costs to all.  Food stamps are 

accepted. Check it out at 

www.foodco-op.net.  You may 
sign up on-line or through the  
mail, using the sign up sheets in 

the Co-op newsletters found 

throughout WPC.  Please call 

Rafael or Loyda Kyremes at 801-

487-0478 if you have questions. 

 

 

 
A Thank You Note 

 

To: My Wasatch Church Family 

 
My sincere thanks to all of you for 

your flowers, your cards, your 

calls, your visits, and most of all 

your prayers for I am sure they are 

what kept any pain from rearing its 

ugly head during this ordeal. The 

nurses can not understand why that 

is so, but I  really do not miss hav-

ing pain at all. My hip is healing 

and I am starting to put some 

weight on it. Now all it takes is 

time.  
 

-Gretta Baur 

 

  

Easter Dinner 

 

The WPC annual Easter Dinner for 

the hungry poor will be served Easter 

Day, April 4.  Please sign up on Palm 

Sunday, March 28, after each service 

to help with this wonderful service 
project.  We will also be accepting 

donations at this time. Any questions, 

please call Rafael Kyremes at  

801-487-0478 or Jerry Richardsen at 

801-486-3902  

 
New Baby 

 

Stewart Thomas Pleacher was born 

on 2-10-10,  weighing 6lbs 9oz and 

18.5 inches long, to Mike and 

Kristine Pleacher.  

Thanks be to God! 

mailto:community@crossroads-u-c.org


Hiking 
 

There's still snow in the mountains, 
but the Jordan River Parkway is 

clear for hiking.  Join us on Satur-

day, March 13 and we'll explore the 

Parkway south and north from Cali-

fornia St. (1300 South), investigat-

ing a labyrinth surrounded by 

benches inlaid with mosaics, a park 

with animal mosaics inlaid in a 

pathway, the Peace Gardens, and the 

River Bend ecological park.  Meet 

at the church at 9 a.m. to car-
pool.  Bring water and snacks. Led 

by Doug Howe with Dick Wunder 

as guide.  Call Dick (801-268-6546) 

with questions. 

Parish Nursing  
at Wasatch 

 

Weôre starting a new ministry at 

Wasatch: Parish Nursing. This is 

actually a ministry that was prac-

ticed before, but will start again 

with two new nurses. Parish Nursing 

is a ministry of health and healing 

through wellness promotion, health 

education and advocacy in the con-

text of Christian spirituality. The 

Parish Nurses will provide counsel, 
prayer and information about health 

to congregation members. 
 

We discussed this program with the 

Session and decided to report to the 

Pastors and the Deacons and work 

with the Deacons and Care Team 

who coordinate visits and advise the 

Parish Nurse of areas of need in the 

congregation. We will also coordi-
nate other health care professionals 

in the congregation for special pro-

grams. 
 

Weôre beginning this ministry by 

taking the Parish Nursing course at 

Westminster College. We hope to 

begin this program in earnest this 

May. Weôre very excited about re-
starting this great program here at 

Wasatch and will keep you in-

formed of our progress and plans. 

Catherine Hamilton and Jackie So-

lon 

how to contact them and how to 

help.  Pray for them. 
 

WPCôs mentors are DeaAnn/

Randy Cate, John Louviere, 

Bonnie Mitchell, Peggy Riede-

sel/Harold Sears, Betsy Suther-

land, and MJ/Bob Dow.  If you 

would like to know more about 

being a mentor, talk to any of 

us.  Not every story is guaran-

teed to have a happy ending, but 

the Mentor Project means there 

will be more happy endings than 

there would have been other-
wise. 
 

While mentors serve entirely on 

a volunteer basis, the Mentor 

Project has a small but energetic 

and highly talented staff paid 

primarily by a grant that expires 

at the end of 2010.  The Board is 

working diligently to secure 
funding for 2011 and be-

yond.  Anyone who has, or 

knows someone who has, a tal-

ent for fundraising, grant seek-

ing/writing, or great contacts, 

please contact me.  Thanks to 

WPCôs Service Committee for 

donating the local portion of 

Octoberôs Peacemaking offering 

to the Project. 

  

-Bob Dow 
 

Salt Shakers 
 

It is time to sign up for Salt 

Shakers. Salt Shakers is a social 

dinner group that meets in 

groups of eight every two 

months in peopleôs homes. One 

pair hosts and prepares the main 
dish, one pair brings desert. The 

groundings and food assign-

ments are randomized so that 

there is an opportunity to meet a 

variety of people. You may sign 

up as a couple, but singles are 

also welcome. We also try to 

accommodate people who cannot 

host in their home. Sign up be-

gins March 7 in Fellowship Hall 

or you may call Pat Gay Madsen 
at 801-359-3711. 

Utah Youth Mentor  
Project 

 

In Salt Lake County, about 200 

youth ñage outò of foster care each 

year.  One day they are wards of 

the state.  The next day they are on 

their own.   
  

The Utah Youth Mentor Project 

helps aged-out youth pursue job 

training or college and helps them 

find safe places to live so they can 

cope with jobs and school.  It also 

assists the formation of mentor 

groups, where adult mentors are 

matched up with aging-out youth 

for a two-year commitment.  Last 

year Wasatch Presbyterian joined 

the Mentor Project with seven 
mentors and seven young friends. 
 

Our friends cover a gamut of per-

sonalities, abilities, hopes, fears, 

challenges, and motivation.  Two 

are just finishing high school and 

expect to be out of foster care this 

summer.  One of these has been 

awarded a $5,000 scholarship that 
her mentor helped her apply for; 

she also thinks ï and we pray ï 

that she finally, on her last chance, 

passed the Utah Basic Skills math 

test, again with the help of intense, 

Starbucks-fueled studying she did 

with her mentor in the week before 

the test.   

  

Two are attending SLCC.  Of 

these, one is marvelously self-

directed toward a career in auto 
mechanics; the other is at SLCC 

because her mentor realized the 

deadline was about to pass and got 

her to the registration office on the 

last day, enduring a several hour 

marathon with hundreds of other 

last minute students.  She attends 

school diligently and on time, even 

though her first class is at 8:00 a.m. 

One youth left Utah and is no 

longer in the program.  The other 
two are struggling to find direction,  

and their mentors are struggling to 

keep track of where they are,  
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Opportunit ies to CONNECT  

during LENT 

COME AND BE FILLED  

WORSHIP  Every Sunday 9:00 & 11:15.   

    You might try a service you donõt usually attend. 

 

SPIRITUALITY CENTERS 

Wednesday nights during Lent starting February 24 thru March 31  

5:00-8:00 pm.   Self-Guided stations will be set up on the 3rd level of the 

church .  This is a time for meditation, prayer, creativity and  

pilgrimage during Lent.   

 

HOLY WEEK MARCH 28 - APRIL 4   

 

PALM SUNDAY SERVICES  at 9:00 & 11:15  

 

SPIRITUALITY CENTERS Holy Week Hours: Monday & Wednesday  

      5:00-8:00.   

  Thursday 6:00 AM-9:00 AM  

  

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE  

        7:30 pm in the Sanctuary 

 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE   

12:00 NOON  at First Presbyterian  

 Church Downtown.  

 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES  

9:00 & 11:15 with refreshments  

          following each service 

 

   Come alone, invite a friend, tell a 

neighbor, or bring your family.  

        www.wpcslc.org  



Rev. Dr. Ginger Memmott, Interim Pastor, gmemmott@wpcslc.org 

Rev. Scott Wipperman, Interim Associate Pastor, swipperman@wpcslc.org 

Dr. Kenneth Udy, Director of Music, kudy@wpcslc.org 

Deborah Parr, Childrenõs Ministry, dparr@wpcslc.org 

Amy Kim Kyremes -Parks, Youth Ministry, kyremesparks@wpcslc.org 

                               Carol Rugg, Financial Secretary, crugg@wpcslc.org 

Tri Revie, CBA,  trevie@wpcslc.org 

Shana Masih, Bridge Builder Editor, shana@wpcslc.org 

Wasatch Presbyterian  

Church Staff  

  1626 South 1700 East 

Salt Lake City, UT  84108 

Pastor Nominating  
Committee 

 

The PNC completed filling out what 

is known as the Church Information 

Form (CIF) several weeks ago.  The 

CIF is the critical piece of informa-

tion that interested prospective min-

isters will look at to determine their 

interest in becoming our pastor.  

The CIF was approved by Session 

and then forwarded on to the Pres-

bytery Committee on Ministry that 

also gave its approval.  The CIF has 

now been forwarded to PC(USA) 

headquarters where it will become 

available to pastors that are looking 

for a new position.  These pastors 

will then complete a Personal Infor-

mation Form (PIF) that will be for-

warded to us.  Each member of the 

PNC will then be given a copy for 

review.  We are currently waiting 

for PIFs to arrive.  Stay tuned for 

further information  

Deadlines!!!!!  
 

If you would like your informa-

tion published, it must be turned 

in before the deadlines listed be-

low. 

Bulletin Announcements   

are due to Tri Revie at  

trevie@wpcslc.org by Wednesday 

at 12 Noon. 

Bridge builder announcements 

 to Shana Masih at 

shana@wpcslc.org by the 15th of 

each month. 

 
The Living Tree 

 

The next occa-

sion for plac-

ing leaves on 

The Living 

Tree sculpture 

in fellowship 
hall will be the 

day of the Bagby Memorial Musi-

cal Presentation, Sunday, March 

21, 2010. For information and 

criteria for a leaf, please take a 

brochure located at the Tree or 

call Mary Lou McCaa, 583-9535. 

Former Wasatch member Gerald 

R. Hyde of Centennial, Co. 

passed away January 23, 

2010.  Graveside services will be 

held in April in Idaho. James, the 

son of Gerald Hyde, said that Ge-

rald and his wife were members 

of Wasatch for about 25 years. 

 

Paul Placek died on February 7, 

2010. Services were held on  

February 13, 2010 here at Wa-
satch. Paul was ordained as an 

Elder at Wasatch on December 

14, 1986.  

 

Lou Hillard died on February 18, 

2010.  Her memorial service was 

held at Wasatch on February 22, 

2010. 

 

Please keep friends and family in 

your prayers. 


