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Mission Statement  

 

We are Godõs  children, seeking to know God and Godõs will 

for our renewal and healing. Celebrating and reflecting  

Christõs love, Wasatch Presbyterian Church invites  

all people, with special concern for the young, to grow in faith  

within a nurturing community, through worship, 

learning and service to others. 
 

The Spirit challenges us to minister to the hungry and  

Hurting, to respect peopleõs freedom of conscience, 

And to be good stewards of Godõs gifts, to the glory  

of the Triune God.  
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Terrorism, Tongues and 
Talents 

 
When the day of Pentecost came, 
they were all together in one place. 
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of 
a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where 
they were sitting. They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each 
of them. All of them were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other tongues[a] as the Spirit en-
abled them. No, this is what was 
spoken by the prophet Joel:  

 
  'In the last days, God says,  

      I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people.  

   Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy,  

      your young men will see visions,  
      your old men will dream 

dreams.  
   Even on my servants, both men 

and women,  
      I will pour out my Spirit in those 

days,  
      and they will prophesy.  

Acts 2:1-4;16-18 NIV) 
Fear and a desire for security have 
become a part of our everyday 
�W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���L�Q���W�R�G�D�\�¶�V���Z�R�U�O�G�������%�R�P�E��
blasts from Bombay to Broadway 
are before our eyes and in our ears 
in all forms of the media.  Hate ra-
dio, threats and retaliation are rap-
idly becoming commonplace. There 
have always been these tensions, but 
globalization has intensified the  

 

cumulative effect of violence and 
reminded us once again that we 
are all so near and yet so far.  Yet 
there is another side to reckoning 
with exploitation and brutality.  A 
growing number of  people 
throughout the world are grasping 
the dangers associated with de-
structive violence, and they are 
becoming more and more in-
�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���µ�P�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���F�U�H�D��
�W�L�R�Q���¶�����,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����J�U�R�X�S�V�����R�U�J�D�Q�L��
zations, non-profits are making 
attempts to solve some of the 
problems and reverse the order of 
global terrorism and obliteration. 
Today we sing, literally in a thou-
sand tongues, and dance, offering 
our talents and expressions of 
�*�R�G�¶�V���O�R�Y�H���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���D�Q�G��
with partnerships throughout the 
world.  In this season of the send-
�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���6�S�L�U�L�W�����P�D�\���*�R�G�¶�V���S�U�H�V��
ence renew your hope in the 
mending of creation. There is a 
sign, however, on the horizon of 
hope.   This sign has to do with 
the relationships that are forming 
among people of faith throughout 
the world among different tradi-
tions.  Theologian Hans Küng 
urges that there can be no peace in 
the world without peace among 
the religions.    Work Camps, 
hydration projects, farming pro-
grams, people are reaching across 
borders and boundaries to form 
networks of hope and restoration 
of the planet.   
Some may view this restorative 
effort on the part of so many as a 
�V�L�J�Q���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W���V�W�L�U�U�L�Q�J��
�D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�O�O���R�Y�H�U���*�R�G�¶�V�� 

creation.  It is the same spirit of 
God that was hovering over the 
waters of creation and advanced 
once again as it has so many times 
in biblical history, because God 
will not abandon the creation and 
creatures to their own policies and 
politics.  The same Spirit of God 
is the spirit that dispatched breath-
ing life into death and continuing  
revelation of God in the freshness 
of ongoing generations of faith.  
This redeeming, life-giving spirit 
is the new creation and continued 
�K�R�S�H���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���M�X�V�W�L�F�H��
and ongoing story of love and 
compassion.  
Through the magic of IT 
(Information Technology), we 
have discovered new sounds and 
signs of the gospel in cultural 
expressions of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ throughout the world in 
many nations and tongues.  Chris-
tians, Muslims, Buddhist, Jewish 
congregations and individuals are 
connecting with one another in 
the mending of creation in acts of 
compassion and healing in com-
munities. 
In 1739, Charles Wesley com-
posed a hymn to commemorate 
the first anniersary of his  
conversion.  This familiar hymn, 
entitled, O For a Thousand 
Tongues to Sing, arranged by 
Lowell Mason, first appeared in 
1740 in Hymns and Sacred Po­
ems. 
 
-Rev. Ginger Memmott 


