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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Wasatch Presbyterian Church  

Mission Statement  

 

We are Godõs  children, seeking to know God and Godõs will 

for our renewal and healing. Celebrating and reflecting  

Christõs love, Wasatch Presbyterian Church invites  

all people, with special concern for the young, to grow in faith  

within a nurturing community, through worship, 

learning and service to others. 
 

The Spirit challenges us to minister to the hungry and  

Hurting, to respect peopleõs freedom of conscience, 

And to be good stewards of Godõs gifts, to the glory  

of the Triune God.  
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For updates on information and a current calendar, please visit our website at www.wpcslc.org  

SYNOD HAPPENINGS  
 

Greetings from Denver, the site of 
the 2010 Annual Meeting of the 
Synod of the Rocky Mountains.  
�$�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�E�\�W�H�U�\���R�I���8�W�D�K�¶�V��
commissioners who attended the 
Synod meet-
ing, I would 
like to share 
some of the 
workings of 
�W�K�L�V���³�P�L�G�G�O�H��
governing 
�E�R�G�\�´���R�I���W�K�H��
PC(USA). 
 
The Presby-
terian gov-
ernance is a 
connectional 
system; indi-
vidual 
churches are not independent, but 
�³�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�´���W�R���D���O�D�U�J�H�U���Z�K�R�O�H����
much like counties to states to the 
national government.  This connec-
tional system demonstrates the 
oneness of the Church of Jesus 
Christ and follows the model laid 
out in Acts 15 of the Council of 
Jerusalem having authority over 
the churches. 
 
�³�&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�Q�H�V�V�´���L�V���W�D�Q�J�L�E�O�H���L�Q���R�X�U��
participation at Presbytery, Synod, 
and General Assembly gatherings.  
Our Synod meetings bring together 
the elements of worship, education, 
and the business of this collection 
of 241 connected congregations. 

 
You may be pleased to note that 
WPC is a trend-setter, for the Synod 
of the Rocky Mountains has chosen 
to follow our lead into a time of 
transition.  Don and Mary Patterson 
have been the Stated Clerk and As-

sistant to the 
Stated Clerk 
for 18 years!  
They will be 
retiring at the 
end of Au-
gust, and the 
outgoing 
Moderator of 
the Synod 
Coordinating 
Council was 
elected to fill 
the position.  
The role is 
being down-
sized to the 

minimum the Book of Order re-
quires, and the Assistant will not be 
replaced. 
 
Also, Zane Buxton, the Synod Exec, 
announced his plans to retire and 
return to parish ministry around 
January 2011, which will initiate a 
search for an Interim Exec. 
 
Additionally, the bylaws of the 
Synod were updated to allow for bi-
annual Synod meetings (every two 
years).  These would occur in the 
�³�R�I�I���\�H�D�U�´���I�U�R�P���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\��
meetings, meaning we will hold a 
2011 Synod meeting (since 2010 is 
a GA year, occurring right as your 

reading this), and then potentially 
not until 2013.  The Coordinating 
Council will make the determina-
tion to hold annual or bi-annual 
meetings. 
 
The upcoming Western National 
Leadership Training, October 6-8 
in Jackson WY, was also dis-
cussed.  This is an excellent an-
nual event for lay people and 
clergy to further develop leader-
ship skills and deepen their spiri-
tuality.  If you wish more infor-
mation about WNLT please see 
me or contact the Presbytery of-
fice ((801) 539-8446). 
 
�)�X�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H�����W�K�H�������������6�\�Q�R�G�¶�V��
Mission and Administrative budg-
ets were passed (roughly $700k 
total).  Both budgets are balanced 
�R�U���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���³�L�Q���W�K�H���E�O�D�F�N�´�������7�K�H��
2010 budgets were planned to run 
negative (tapping some funds 
from the reserve), but for 2011 the 
cost savings in the Stated Clerk/
Asst. positions and other areas 
brought expenses in line with 
receipts.   
 
The Synod portion of the 2011 
Per Capita charge was set at  
$6.45, up only 7¢ from 2010. 
This Synod gathering served as a 
wonderful time to meet, share, 
and interact with execs, pastors 
and lay people from Presbyteries 
across our Synod, renewing and 
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�X�U���³�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���´ 

 
Rev. Scott Wipperman 

synod �_�v�V�L�Q�%d|noun 1 a Presbyterian eccle-
siastical body above the presbyteries and 
subject to the General Assembly.  2 a col-
lection of presbyteries. 
 
Synod of the Rocky Mountains 

encompasses > 443,000 sq. miles 
includes Colorado, southeastern 
�,�G�D�K�R�����0�R�Q�W�D�Q�D�����W�K�H���³�S�D�Q�K�D�Q�G�O�H�´���R�I��
Nebraska, Utah, and Wyoming 
made up of 8 Presbyteries 
holds 241 congregations 
home to 58,200 Presbyterians 


